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Chamber honors 9 Wesson servants
J. =

By Bob Arnold

A business, not-for-profit organization and seven individuals received recognition and
accepted honors for their contributions and service to Wesson last month.

At a special awards banquet at the Co-Lin Thames Center, the Wesson Chamber of Com-
merce presented:

* Organization of the Year Award to Friends of the Library for its work in supporting
Wesson Public Library through special programs and promotions that encourage use of
its resources and funds to expand those resources. It assists with programs targeted for
children and youth and National Library Week, and conducts promotions to build user
traffic.

« Citizens of the Year Awards to Dixie Hutson Thornton and Michael R. King.

Thornton has served the Wesson community through volunteer leadership in the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary in which she served as president of District 7 and is the historian and
member of the local executive committee. As president of the Wesson Garden Club, she
helped it achieve state and regional recognition for its programs. She is active in Sylvarena
Baptist Church and serves on the Southern Baptist Region 6 Women’s Missionary Union
Board of Directors.

In 2014, she worked with the Wesson Chamber of Commerce and Town to set up a muse-
um to help celebrate Wesson’s 150th anniversary — a temporary facility that will soon return
to become a permanent part of the town’s life through the work of Friends of the Library.
Thornton is a 44-year Army wife, mother of one daughter and a granddaughter.

King serves as Wesson Ward 4 Alderman and is President and CEO of Summerwind
Consultants, Inc., which develops antiterrorism and risk management decision-support soft-
ware tools. He spearheaded development of the Wesson Veterans Memorial.

A Brookhaven native, he graduated from Florida State University and started a law en-
forcement career with the Brookhaven Police Department, which he continued as a military
policeman after being commissioned as a U.S. Marine Corps officer in 1983. He is a grad-
uate of the FBI National Academy and U.S. Army Command and Staff College, holding a

Three speakers, who have helped Wesson in their unique roles in the community, lauded
the more than one hundred town leaders, including citizens, government officials and represen-
tatives of businesses and not-for-profit organizations on hand at the Chamber of Commerce
awards event.

“lt's amazing what you do,” affirmed Representative Becky Currie, who serves the communi-
ty in the State Legislature.

“The Biblical injunction to help ‘the least of these’ guides me to do what | do to make the
community the best,” she said. “Fixing what needs to be fixed — the Old School, police station,
roads, Wesson Attendance Center; supporting Co-Lin, getting funds for you.”

Dr. Jackie Martin, vice president of the Co-Lin Wesson campus, said the local college is seek-
ing to grow with the town.

She cited “student success” as its top priority reflected in Co-Lin’s graduation rate, which is
the highest among colleges and universities in Mississippi.

The college is also renovating buildings, improving its athletic facilities and reaching out to
local high school students to continue studies at the institution, she said.

Wesson Mayor Alton Shaw said the town is all about “people helping each other” and pointed
to its government activity as a venue for that happening.

He said the town operates on a $2 million budget with grant funding that keeps taxes at a
minimum in maintaining a Class 7 fire department with volunteers, recent upgrading of police
department facilities, and providing a municipal park with a playground. On the horizon for the
town, he said, are road repairs, location of a pharmacy, and opening of a new convenience store.

“We have a lot going on and to be happy about,” Shaw summarized.

Special to Wesson News
Wesson Chamber of Commerce President Terri Bath (right) with librarian Marilyn Britt
(immediate left) and members of Friends of the Library (FOL) at Chamber’s awards
ceremony. FOL was named Organization of the Year.

Master of Military Art and Science. He received the Legion of Merit Award, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal and the Presidential Service Badge and retired as Lieutenant Colonel
before founding his consulting firm.

* Educator of the Year Dr. Barbara Roberson, Wesson High School principal. Wes-
son Attendance Center Principal Tommy Clopton commended her for “creativity in de-
veloping individualized plans for students according to their needs, “pulling all students

up and finding the right path for each one.” Roberson has been an educator for 28 years,

14 years at Wesson Attendance Center as a teacher and counselor.

* Policeman of the Year Tim Stevens, Wesson Police Department (WPD) assistant
chief. WPD Police Chief Chad O’Quinn called Stevens “a leader and mentor” who
exemplifies the force. “We’re peacemakers who are confident in our public service,
loving what we do,” Q’Quinn said.

 Fireman of the Year Sean Riley. Wesson Fire Department is small on funds, but big
on volunteers like Riley, Chief Ken Carraway said. “We’re responsible for 72 square
miles,” he said. “Each of us brings 800 training hours to the job, including 120 hours
for certification and 12 hours refresher training every year. We’re prepared for the
worst, trained for what we never want to happen.” Riley, Carraway said, “started as a
kid as a junior firefighter, has a kind serving heart and responds to most of our calls.”

 Business of the Year to Copiah Bank. “Wesson is a small town, but has two banks —
Trustmark and Copiah — that are solidly committed to its growth with assets,” Chamber
President Teri Bath said. Bath noted new business openings in Wesson encouraged by
the presence of the town’s banks: Spray Foam Solutions with eight to nine new jobs,
Fire House Barbeque with seven new jobs, Skidworks, a property maintenance com-
pany started by Steven Ashley related to his real estate organization, and Park Place
Concessions.

In addition to the award winners, the Chamber also honored two recently retired owners
of long-time Wesson businesses: Gerri Bland, who operated Miss Gerri’s Beauty Salon, and
Nena Smith, who operated a dance studios.
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Pastor identifies with Jonah

Wesson News

Around town, folk know Ken Dale Sullivan as a for-
mer mortician who brought his specialized skills to the
public and private sectors, a politician who sought local
and state elected offices and a restaurateur.

Sullivan, who says he identifies with Jonah, the Bib-
lical character who ran away from God’s call and was
swallowed by a whale, is now serving Union Hall Bap-
tist Church in Brookhaven as its pastor and looks on his
past career life as an attempt to run away from God’s
call to his new ministry.

Born in 1976, Sullivan grew up in the New Zion
community outside Crystal Springs, a rural area where
he learned to hunt and fish and went to kindergarten,
elementary, middle and high schools.

Baseball was a sports passion in his childhood and
youth, but he was a better musician than an athlete, and
went to Co-Lin on a band scholarship after graduating
from Crystal Springs High School in 1995.

“I studied pre-med at Co-Lin, but interrupted my ed-
ucation there to take a job at Stringer’s Funeral Home
in Hazlehurst, where I was fascinated by the work,” he
says. “I returned to Co-Lin, went on to Southern Mis-
sissippi University, where | earned a degree in business
administration in 2000, and then studied mortuary sci-
ence at Gulf Coast Community College.”

Sullivan started 15 years in mortuary jobs at Moore
Funeral Service in Hattiesburg, moving to the Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC) in 2006 as
the anatomical materials specialist working with surgi-
cal students, teachers and researchers in using cadavers.
From 2006-2017, Sullivan also operated Clean Scene, a
small business that remediated crime scenes for law en-
forcement agencies throughout Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama.

In 2017, UMMC made Sullivan Associate Director
of Environmental Services to oversee 63 workers in its
janitorial division, a short-lived job, as it turned out, be-
cause UMMC contracted out the division’s work to a
private organization later that year.

“I was offered a job by the private contractor, but I
grew up in a family that enjoyed cooking good food and
had always dreamed of operating a restaurant," Sulli-
van says. Things fell into place in 2018, and he opened
Dump’s Barbeque in the old Newman’s Liquor Store in
Wesson.

Sullivan also ran away from God’s call, pursuing pub-
lic office twice in elections for the state legislature and
Copiah County supervisors.

Five and one-half years after opening Dump’s, how-
ever, he finally yielded to God’s call when Union Hall
Baptist Church asked him to become its interim pastor.

“I knew as a child that I was called to be a pastor,”
Sullivan recalls. “I even preached a sermon on Jonah
and the whale when I was three or four years old at
New Zion Baptist Church. I continued Dump’s while
serving as an interim pastor at Union Hall, but closed
the doors there in May 2024 for the last time when the
church called me to serve
full time.”

Special to Wesson News

Pastor Ken Dale Sullivan with children at Union Hall Baptist Church.

Sullivan calls his wife, the former Kris Santa Ana, his
“partner in ministry.” He met the sister of Nelson Santa
Ana, former pastor at Wesson Baptist Church, in 2012
and married her the same year — “one of my best bless-
ings,” Sullivan says. She is now a counselor at Utica
Elementary School and a former journalist, salesperson
and teacher. They have two daughters — Kenzie, 23,
who is married and lives in Colorado, and Mary Grace,
20, a third-year education student at Ole Miss.

What are your hobbies?
I like spending time with family, working on a 1972
Cadillac, fishing and cooking

Are you a reader?

I read the Bible and commentaries. For pleasure, I
read biographies to learn about real people. Under-
standing people is what being a pastor is all about. I
recently completed reading Cornbread Mafia — a story
about people.

How about music?

When I was in a band, my instrument was the trom-
bone. I can play the guitar a little bit. I love to sing,
and I enjoy listening to all kinds of music — Christian,
country, rock. I am also an Elvis fan.

Do you go to the theater or movies?

I like ballet. I enjoy the old gangster movies. If sports
events are theater, I am looking forward to rooting for a
new Jackson minor league team following the departure
elsewhere of the Mississippi Braves. I also follow the

New York Yankees.

The same day he closed
Dump’s, Sullivan learned

MEET YOUR HEIGHBGR‘

If you won a lot of mon-
ey in the lottery, how

another would-be Wesson
restaurateur was ready to
take over the building —
“another sign I made the right decision to pursue the
ministry,” he says.

At Union Hall, Sullivan says he found a “loving con-
gregation” and “I have worked with it to become a pray-
ing congregation.” The response to his pastorate has
been marked with Sunday worship services now draw-
ing 70 to 80 persons compared to 30 when he came on
board as the interim pastor.

would you spend it?

The one thing I wouldn’t
do, unlike many people, is
quit my job. I might buy some land with a pond, where
I can fish.

How would you change the world?

That’s what we’re trying to do at Union Hall Baptist
Church. Showing the love of Christ, helping people un-
derstand the blood of Christ through which God chang-
es people.
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A time to celebrate libraries

Wesson News

From books and digital resources to programming for their patrons, li-
braries are essential to communities — and not just a place to check out
books.

National Library Week 2025, observed in Wesson from April 7 - 10,
was a time to celebrate the many ways libraries bring people together,
spark imagination, and sup-
port lifelong learning, to dis-
cover Wesson Public Library
for the first time or rediscover
how it supports the commu-
nity.

First celebrated in 1958,
National Library Week is a
yearly national observance
sponsored by the American
Library Association.

Wesson Friends of the Li-
brary (FOL) invited locals to
come visit the Wesson Pub-
lic Library during its regu-
lar hours to explore all it has ;
to offer, including the book Wesson News
collection for children and
adults, large print book collection, DVDs, local newspapers, magazines,
computer access and online availability, and copying and fax services.

The library has something for everyone, whether they are preparing for
a career change, launching a business, raising a family, or enjoying retire-
ment. Wesson Public Library is here to support their journey, and FOL is
here to support the library. Wesson FOL assists the library in providing
programming throughout the year, such as the Children’s Summer Read-
ing Program, provides help with other projects, such as Halloween and
Christmas open houses, and sponsors traveling informational exhibits,
membership drives and book sales.
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Don’t become an internet victim

By Bob Arnold

For anyone who uses computers, cybersecurity needs to become a habit, Bobby
Freeman, director of the cyber unit of Mississippi Homeland Security, told a Co-
Lin Institute of Learning in Retirement (ILR) luncheon audience.

The bad guys are out to get you with malware, phishing, and ransomware, he
said. Malware is intrusive software developed by cybercriminals (often called
hackers) to steal data and damage or destroy
computers and computer systems. When cyber-
criminals send you scam emails to lure you to a
website that contains malware, they are phishing
(smishing if they use text messages and vishing
if they use fraudulent telephone calls to trick you
into revealing personal information or sending
money). Ransomware is a type of malware that
encrypts data and demands a ransom payment for
its decryption, often delivered through phishing
emails.

Freeman said you can avoid becoming a cyber
victim by:

= Improving password security. Passwords
are one of the most vulnerable cyber defens-

es.
Bobby Freeman

= Using secure networks.

and those you visit and apps,” Freeman advised. “Use different passwords for
each one.” Freeman suggested making strong, memorable passwords by using a
favorite phrase or saying as the foundation, i.e., “Birds of a feather flock together.”
Use the first letter of each word or a symbol for a letter (i.e., “@” for “a’). Flank
the foundation letters with the numbers of a meaningful year, i.e. “1963,” the year
you were born. Your password would be: 19Bo@ftt63.

“Keep your passwords private,” Freeman added. “Don’t share or post them.”
Privacy. On personal devices, social media ac-
counts and other places you visit in the cyber sphere,
use privacy settings, if they are available, Freeman
counseled. “Limit your communication on the inter-
net to friends and known contacts,” he said.
Updates. System and app updates often revolve
around fixing security vulnerabilities, Freeman noted.
“Add updates as soon as you get them,” he stressed.
Communications. Cautiously communicate on
the internet, Freeman warned. “Be wary of email
messages from unknown sources,” he said. “Check
before you respond to or even opening suspicious
messages. Go to websites directly rather than using
links that are provided in suspicious emails. Hackers
can create emails that look like they have be been sent
by respected sources. Bad grammar and misspellings
are red flags. Think before you share or post internet
messages. The app you’re using may say it deletes
old messages, but the internet never forgets.”
Parental controls. A special concern for parents and grandparents, Freeman

Special to Wesson News

= Keeping your personal electronic device software current. said, is cyberbullying - sending, posting, or sharing negative, harmful, false, or
mean content about someone else that causes embarrassment or humiliation over
cell phones, computers, and tablets through SMS, text, and apps, or social media,
forums, or gaming where people can view, participate in, or share content. A start-
ing point for addressing this concern are the parental controls on digital devices,

he pointed out.

= Being suspicious of unexpected emails.

He offered these specifics:
Passwords. “Create strong passwords for your email, your personal website

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS

| ¥

ALTON SHAW

WESSON’S MAYOR

RE-ELECT | VO T F

ABOUT ALTON!

* He is a former Paramedic and Firefighter, currently working as Certified Nurse Practitioner

% Earned a Master’s Degree from University of Southern Mississippi

% Founder of Life View Ministries, a Christian non-profit which raises awareness for and helps
combat human trafficking

% Previous recipient of MS Business Journal Top 40 Under 40 Leaders in MS

% Past President and current Executive Committee Member of MS Municipal League

% Completed and continue to expand our first municipal park with splash pad and other amenities
* Restored and preserved the Old Wesson School

% Helped bring new businesses and jobs to Wesson, including Dollar General and Family Dollar

% Renovated and expanded public library and built new police department

“ Graduate and former adjunct faculty at Copiah- Lincoln Community College

% Established veterans memorial and have broken ground on upcoming pickleball courts

* Revitalized downtown with new sidewalks, signage, green space and more

“ | have lived in Wesson nearly 40 years and
Mayor for 22 of those years. Your trust in me
has led to great things for our community.
Together, we completed and continue to
expand our first municipal park, revitalized our
downtown, helped secure over $8 million in

grants to improve our infrastructure, and much

S more. | am humbly asking for your support on

June 3, so we can keep this progress going.
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Preparing to do caregiving

By Guest Columnist Stephanie Duguid

Recently, Dr. Chelsea B. Crittle talked to Mis-
sissippi Health Ambassadors about “Planning for
the Caregiver,” pointing to the many people who
care for older adults and the help that is available
to them in Mississippi.

Dr. Crittle shared a powerful quote from former
First Lady Rosalynn Carter: “There are only four
kinds of people in this world—those who have
been caregivers, those who are caregivers, those
who will be caregivers, and those who will need
caregivers.” Her words dramatize how caregiving
affects all of us.

The government has updated the definition of a “family caregiver”
to encompass not just family, but also friends, neighbors, and part-
ners who care for older adults or people with memory problems.”

In Mississippi, the Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) offer help for
these caregivers. These local offices provide services like meals,
rides to doctor visits, and time off for caregivers who need a break.

One helpful program Dr. Crittle talked about is called TCARE.
It helps caregivers figure out what they need and creates a special
plan just for them. This plan is made with the help of a trained
worker who checks in often and makes sure caregivers have the
right support. This kind of personalized care is important because
every caregiver’s situation is different.

Dr. Crittle also talked about MAC Centers (Mississippi Access
to Care). These are places people can go or call to get help with
long-term care, learn about Medicaid, and find ways to move from
a hospital or nursing home back home. Other programs help care-
givers of people with dementia and offer breaks so they can rest.
There are even programs that pay older adults to do part-time jobs,
which help them stay active and involved in the community.

Many caregivers do not know these programs exist, and they try
to do everything by themselves. But asking for help is a smart and

strong choice. Caregivers need to

take care of themselves, too. These
+HEALTHY 4+

programs can help with food, safety
tools like grab bars, health insurance
questions, and even find someone
with whom to talk when things get
tough.

Dr. Crittle reminded everyone that
being a caregiver is not easy, but it
is important. With the right tools and
support, caregivers can feel less alone and more prepared. She en-
couraged people to learn about these services and to share the in-
formation with others. Helping caregivers means helping families
and communities grow stronger together.

r

Caregiver tips:
1. Find out if you qualify. Most programs are for people aged
60 and older.

2. Contact your local AAA or MAC Center. They can tell you
about helpful programs.

3. Do not try to do it alone. Use respite care to get a break
when needed.

4. Plan early for changes. There is help for moving someone
home from a hospital or nursing home.

5. Join a support group. Talking to others can really help.

Need help or more information? Call the MAC Center at 1-844-
822-4MAC (4622) or visit www.mississippiaccesstocare.org. Also
visit www.cmpdd.org.

Caregiving can be hard, but you do not have to do it alone. Mis-
sissippi has many programs to help support you.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Stephanie Duguid is the owner of Do Good
ProHealth (CPR classes) and Do Good Leadership (motiva-
tional speaking, and leadership and success coaching).

T
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ALDERMAN-AT-LARGE

WESSON

WHY VOTE FOR

AT e CATHY?

WESSON 1 LEADERSHIP
B EAUTI F U L ¢ LEGION'S DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT

¢ COLLINS VA REPRESENTATIVE FOR POST #79
¢ FOUNDER OF SOCKS FOR HEROES

“ ¢ SGT AT ARMS FOR AMERICAN LEGION

¢ AUXILIARY PRESIDENT FOR VFW

¢ DISTRICT PRESIDENT FOR VFW

PATRIOTISM

¢ VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 2024 - AMERICAN LEGION
¢ PATRIOT GUARD MEMBER
¢ WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA, ANNUAL VOLUNTEER

COMMUNITY

* DIRECTOR OF KEEP COPIAH BEAUTIFUL
¢ MISSISSIPPI HEALTH AMBASSADOR 2024-2025

FAMILY

¢ WIFE, MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER
¢ WESSON RESIDENT OF 31 YEARS

VOTE

oono
BB | JUNE 3,2025

VOTE 4
CATHY STROUD

#CathyStroudForWessonAlderman
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Fentanyl - the scariest drug around

Wesson News

Fentanyl is the scariest drug among the array of choices of substance
abusers, according to an authority who works with communities to curb
its use.

“Doctors administer fentanyl in a relatively safe form to relieve pain, but
the illicit form that can be manufactured in homes and which drug dealers
mix with other drugs to increase their addictive power is deadly,” Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Specialist Ashley Washington told attendees at a
Co-Lin Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR) workshop.

Washington, who works for the Region 8 Mental Health Drug and Alco-
hol Treatment program, said fentanyl, which is a 50 times more powerful
addictive drug than heroin and 100 times more powerful than morphine,
is responsible for 60 percent of drug overdose deaths — some 250,000 in
2024.

When inhaled, she explained, it attaches to opiate receptors in the brain
and slows breathing and heart rate, producing a deep relaxed and euphoric
state.

“Two milligrams of fentanyl can be lethal,” Washington said. “To get an
idea of how small an amount that is, consider a small packet that sweetens
your coffee or tea contains 1,000 milligrams of sugar.”

Because of the small amount needed, drug dealers can easily mix it with
other drugs, such as marijuana, heroin and cocaine to keep their addict cus-
tomer coming back for more, or even contaminate patches, IVs and pills,
Washington added. “It’s easy to consume and hard to detect,” she pointed
out.

Withdrawal from fentanyl is intense and painful, affecting the user both
physically and mentally, Washington said.

Washington said safe, healthy homes should keep Narcan kits in the
medicine cabinets as a norm, like first aid kits. Narcan, administered by in-
jection or as a nasal spray, is a fentanyl antidote that can save someone who
has overdosed — all too often a youth who is experimenting with drugs.

FOUNDERS DAY 2025

May 3, 2025

This event will move from HWY 51 to the Wesson City Park.
Starts at 8:00am-4:00pm.

MAY 2ND

5:00 P.M. - GOSPEL MUSIC @WESSON PARK

MAY 3RD

8:00 A.M. - FUN RUN & VENDOR BOOTHS OPEN

17:00 A.M. - GUEEN CROWNING
8:00 A.M. - 9:30 P.M. - MUSIC PLAYING
2:00 P.M. - DOGGIE PALOOZA
4:00 P.M - VENDOR BOOTHS CLOSE
8:00 P.M. - STREET DANCE AT THE PARK
8:00 A.M. - 9:00P.M. - FOODCOURT

9:00 P.M - FIREWO

END OF FOUNDER’S DAY

SPONSORS:
COPIAH BANK

SALMON POINT DEVELOPMENT

2025
SK FUN RUN/WALK
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Town museum moves forward

Wesson News

Rehabilitation of the former
electric building and later the
venue for the local Boy Scouts
program is progressing towards
creation of a town museum, Mar-
ilyn Britt, Librarian at Wesson
Public Library, reported to Town
Alderman.

Funded by a $9,500 Home De-
pot grant, Friends of the Library
(FOL) 1s spearhead-
ing the project. The
initial work includes
moisture-proofing the
building, installation
of climate control
equipment, a thor-
ough cleaning and
repairs to doors and
floor. A second phase
of the work will re-
quire more funding,

and open container viola-
tions; three misdemeanor
and two felony arrests and
response to a domestic vi-
olence simple assault, four
animal calls and three dis-
turbances among other in-
cidents. In total, WPD han-
dled 235 phone and walk-in
complaints and conducted
238 business checks.

*Progress of new
water meter installa-
tions, including dis-
covery of a variety of
errant readings by old
meters.

The Alderman also
voted to:

* Authorize participa-
tion of Police Chief

including support be- O’Quinn and Assis-
lng Sought from Other Special to Wesson News tant POliCG Chlef Tlm

donors’ . and include Marilyn Britt told Aldermen Stevens in state Chief
installation of a new abouf town museum’s progress. ~ training.
window, ramp for dis-
abled persons, dehu-
midifier and other HVAC equip-
ment, and upgrading of plumbing
and electrical systems.

The Alderman also heard re-
ports on:

* Approve annual
contribution to state Police
Chiefs Association.

* Send the Deputy Town
Clerk for election training at

) ) Ridgeland, Mississippi.

» March Wesson police activ-
ity presented by Chief Chad
O’Quinn: 69 tickets and ci-
tations related to driving,
vehicular, dog ordinance

* Adopt the water depart-
ment’s annual assessment
and readopt its emergency
response plan.

r Becoms: an AY“N Independent Sales Representative!

ﬂllf]' $25 to stari!
THE COST OF LUNCH COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE
Set your own hours! Unlimited earnings!
Work from home! No inventory to keep!

For more information, contact Julia at

601-643-2704
i www.youravon.comfjuliaamold » 13streetmangmsn.com A

L

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS ®

WHEN IT'S PERMANENT, TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS
CHECK oUT OUR HUGE SELECTION
REMEMBER THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE
WITH A TOP QUALITY MEMORIAL FROM BROOKHAVEN MONUMENT COMPANY.
SPRINGTIME MEANS NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING WEEKLY

BROOKHAVEN
MONUMENT IPAVE FL’QCE
COMPANY, INC. EVIN-AIRD
YouR FIRST CHOICE FOR OVER 70 YEARS

"N

007 mHwWay S RaRrE 2 R0 Bos T2V - Drocasay e, WL SRs02

GOl -033-5701
| [

Riverwood Family

Fawd muy B _Wpmmisl Fad & [ gailon g # Fimmei
L} -

* Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and
written by any other funeral service provider

* Most Experienced Staff to serve your family

* Most Spacious Facility offered in our area

* Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
* Offering the most affordable pricing on
Pre-Arrangements or Time of Need Services

* Also offering Monuments and Markers for all
Cemeteries for any budget

601-833-6630

76 US-51, Brookhaven www.riverwoodfamily.com

We’re more than justa
pharmacy. As a
hometown community
pharmacy, we are able to
provide the personal
service you deserve.

(601) 717-5279

657 Caldwell Dr, Hazlehurst, MS
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ELECTION DAY IS JUNE 3, 2025

LEADERSHIP
FOR A
BETTER
WESSON
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FOR WESSON MAYOR

PROVEN LEADERSHIP COMMUNITY FOCUSED ~ INNOVATIVE SllI.IlTI[lNS

| am dedicated to listening  Committed to bringing fresh
to and addressing the ideas and innovative
concerns of our residents,  solutions to the table, | aim to

With years of experience
in community service and
local government, | have a

I T, - P AR ensuring that every voice is  tackle our city's challenges

leadership and delivering hef?rdtiﬂd thatdour %olmes with creativity and forward-
tangible results for our fElEEC =0 s En thinking strategies to foster

city aspirations of our growth and development.
i community.

LocAL HomecrowN RooTS  Rust Aeheacen FBesience Mmecrimy
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Founders’ Day to Celebrate Wesson

Wesson News

A 5K run/walk, musicians, vendors with an array of arts and crafts;
snacks, refreshments and meals; the crowning of a new Queen, and
fireworks will highlight the Wesson Founders’ Day celebration on Fri-
day, May 2, and Saturday, May 3.

TheWesson Chamber of Commerce is the primary sponsor of the
event, with additional support committed so far by Copiah Bank and
Salmon Point Development.

The center of activity will move from Highway 51 this year to the
municipal park.

The festivities start on Friday evening with gospel music in the mu-
nicipal park at 5 p.m.

Walkers and runners will start a SK Fun Run a 8 a.m. at the munici-
pal park, with signs along the way directing them through Wesson and
the Co-Lin campus and ending at their starting point. Overall run/walk
winners and those finishing first, second and third place in four age
categories -- under 20, 21-35, 36-50 and 51 and over -- will be recog-
nized. Last year, more than 60 adults and youth participated, and larger
numbers are expected this year.

On Saturday, the Chamber will Crown a new Founder’s Day Queen
and celebrate the reign of the outgoing 2024-25 Queen, who has repre-
sented the Chamber at various events throughout the year.

Throughout the day, soloists and bands now being lined up by Cham-
ber President Teri Bath will take the Spring Street stage with an as-
sortment of gospel, rock and country music, dance and crowd-pleasing
performances. Shoppers will browse vendor booths and bargain for
clothing, jewelry, arts and crafts. An abundance of food, snacks and
drinks will be available to satisfy the hunger needs of visitors. There
will be dancing in the park from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., when a fireworks
display concludes the day.

More specifics about the SK run/walk and other events will be shared
in the coming weeks on the Wesson Chamber Happenings Facebook

page.

PROPERTIES
THE RIGHT AGENT
MAKES ALL THE

DIFFERENCE!

Tyler D. Smith
REALTOR?

It’s not professional
until it’s personal!

www.tylerdwithbsp.com

[?ik class of
P N:nt?u nal m7245

[3ank T

Ready to open your first account?

Kristin is here to help!

Start your financial journey
with someone who truly cares.

There’s no better place to
begin than with a community
bank that knows you by name
and is invested in your future.
Come see Kristin at our
Brookhaven branch to take
advantage of our special
senior promotion, designed
just for graduating students
like you.

@ 702 Us-51, Brookhaven, MS 39601
O (601) 823-5566

Membar

Stanley Martin
Alderman-At-Large
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Wesson woman is lung cancer advocate

Special to Wesson News cancer death.
In celebration of a decade of powerful advocacy and progress, Wesson resident and + Increased annual lung cancer research funding through the National Institutes
lung cancer advocate Kim Whittington participated in the American of Health by 142%, surpassing $500 million annually.

Lung Association’s 2025 Lung Force Advocacy Day in Washington,
D.C., on April 9.

The event marked 10 years of amplifying the voices of lung cancer
survivors, caregivers, and advocates from across the U.S. who have
shared their personal stories with lawmakers to drive lifesaving change.

Whittington is driven by the memory of her husband, Harry, who
passed from lung cancer 11 years ago. Like many veterans, he began
smoking while serving in the U.S. Air Force. After retiring from the
service, he had annual check-ups with his primary care provider, but did
not receive any lung scans. He was diagnosed with Stage IV lung can-
cer during tests for a stroke. The cancer had metastasized to his brain.
He passed eight months after his diagnosis.

“As a member of the U.S. Air Force, Harry saw many conflicts and
danger, but little did he know the thing that would end his life was
hanging from his fingers,” says Whittington. “He told me cigarettes
were passed out in the military just like MREs. Lung cancer screening
should be a part of yearly check-ups, especially for patients with smok-
ing history. I believe if his lung cancer had been caught earlier, Harry
would still be here.”

During Advocacy Day, Whittington spoke with the Mississippi Con-
gressional Delegation and their staff to share her personal experience
with lung cancer and explain why protecting access to quality and af-
fordable healthcare through Medicaid, and protecting the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health
are vital for people with or at risk for lung cancer.

Lung Force was launched in 2014, with its first advocacy in 2016.
Since its inception, Lung Force has played a pivotal role in transform-

* Contributed to a remarkable 44% increase in the five-year lung can-
cer survival rate, providing hope to countless patients and families.

* Paved the way for 67 new lung cancer therapies approved by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration, expanding treatment options and im-
proving outcomes.

To help celebrate the tenth anniversary of Lung Foce Advocacy Day
and support Kim Whittington, the Lung Association invited Mississippi
residents to join the movement by visiting LUNGFORCE.org/Advoca-
cyDay and:

* Calling Senators and Representatives to echo the voices of LUNG
FORCE Heroes.

* Sending an email to Congress to advocate for continued support of
lung cancer research and healthcare access.

* Engaging with lawmakers on social media to raise awareness and in-
spire action.

The American Lung Association is the leading organization work-
ing to save lives by improving lung health and preventing lung disease
through education, advocacy and research. The work of the American
Lung Association is focused on four strategic imperatives: to defeat
lung cancer; to champion clean air for all; to improve the quality of life

Special to Wesson News

ing the landscape of lung cancer research, treatment and awareness. for those with lung disease and their families; and to create a tobac-
Over the past 10 years, the American Lung Association has: co-free future.
* Shared the inspiring stories of more than 1,000 individuals affected by lung For more information about the American Lung Association, call 1-800-LUNGUSA

cancer with lawmakers, putting a human face to the nation’s leading cause of (1-800-586-4872) or visit: Lung.org.

WESSON AREA DINING GUIDE

Takeout Food & Groceries
Monday - Saturday 4a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday 4 a.m.-6 p.m. ; mULA Sports Bar & Restaurant

' H U N T f « 7 i Watch Sports on Our Wide-Screen TVs
B ] . . BROTHERS e S | 3 ! .' Live Music Ifriday &Saturday
CHICKEN ON . swEET TEA PIZZA | o spimeopm ooy st
A STIC K - ours: |T.m. p.m' uesday-lhursday
Whole or By the Hunk ' 3 p.m.-10 p.m. Friday & Saturday

SHOP ‘N WASH

Rated by Mississippi Magazine:
- Top 5 for Steaks, BBQ Specials & Burgers
- Number 1 for French Fries

Enjoy Our Bourbon Bar Selections

Happy Hour 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Deliveries to Your Door

510 Main Street * Wesson
601-643-5676 » Open Everyday

DINE IN AND PICK UP WINOOW

CALL INS WELCOME

e et MONDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 AM-8:00
SATURDAY 5:30-1:00

LY 0000 HOME COOKING

1096 HIGHWAY 51, WESSON, MS (601) 643-5100
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Breazeale named Woman of Distinction

Wesson News

Jessica Breazeale of Wesson was named an honoree at the Connecting the Dots Foundation annual
March banquet for National Women’s History Month, which was thematically framed as “Moving
Forward Together! Celebrating Women Who Teach and Inspire Generations.”

The board of directors of the Connecting the Dots Foundation selected Breazeale as one of nine
women to honor at the event held last month at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Maggie Wade Dixon of WLBT 3 and Walt Grayson of WJTV 12 were emcees at the black-tie
event. During the event,15 college students were also each presented $1,000 scholarships. Carter
Jewelers, America’s third oldest registered jewelry store, gave each Woman of Distinction a special
gift.

Special guests at the event were Miss Mississippi, Miss Mississippi Teen, Miss Black Mississippi,
Miss Juneteenth Mississippi, Miss Sweetheart World, and Ms. Black Mississippi. Ballet Magnificat
staged several performances. Special videos featured Governor Tate Reeves, Congressman Bennie
Thompson, Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith, among others, congratulating honorees.

“It was such a lovely and inspiring night,” Breazeale said. “We laughed. We cried. We listened to
amazing music from a saxophonist from Rochester, New York. It was a special night. One that I’ll
always remember.”

Also honored as Women of Dist