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Wesson residents 

Abby and Carlos Gar-
cia have manifested 
their love for people 
and their local area into 
a business that gives 
them the opportunity 
to serve both. The two 
opened KC Family 
Pharmacy in May of 
2023 in order to offer 
their community a per-
sonal touch.
“We could see there 

was a need, from work-
ing in corporate for 
too long,” said phar-
macist-owner Abby. 
“There was a desperate 
need for personalized service [and] per-
sonalized care. The ‘community pharma-
cy’ was not what it used to be, when it 
comes to big box stores.” 
“We lost our joy for the profession when 

we couldn’t personalize care and ser-
vices,” said Garcia.

By Bob Arnold  
  
Active and retired military personnel, 

leaders and members of veterans organi-
zations, representatives of agencies and 
groups serving veterans and public offi-
cials and other dignitaries are expected to 
help the Town of Wesson dedicate a long-
planned veterans memorial at an 11 a.m. 
ceremony on November 11.
The Town’s public works department 

completed work on the memorial and 
grounds in recent weeks, funded by Blue 
Cross Healthy Hometown grant monies 
and assistance from local donors.  The 
memorial was part of the plans for the 
municipal park that opened eight years 
ago and was inspired by a ten-year old 
artist’s rendering.
The memorial is a new portion of the 

park behind the Copiah Clinic Wesson 
facility and beside the railroad tracks.  
While the original artist’s rendering of 

the memorial showed a marble obelisk 
as its central feature, a less expensive 
46-inch vertical 110-pound bronze stat-

Garcia’s grandparents, Lester and Katie 
Furr, owned Wesson Pharmacy (where 
Milltown Salon is now located) from 
1948 to 1971. The Furrs were part-own-
ers with pharmacist Lonnie and Iris Free-
man. Wesson Pharmacy was not the typi-
cal drug store - it had a wedding registry, 
film drop-off, comic books, fancy choco-

lates, tie-dyed t-shirts, and even bus tick-
ets, as it served as a bus stop. 
Garcia is keeping tradition in the same 

way. 
The pharmacy has a large gift shop, 

which Garcia says has filled a void in the 
area, offering favorite local and collegiate 

ue – a Battlefield Cross created by Stan 
Watts at Atlas Bronze Castings 
in Salt Lake City, Utah – takes 
its place on the grounds.  The 
durable bronze statue has an 
estimated 4,000-year lifespan.
The Battlefield Cross, or The 

Fallen Soldier Battle Cross, an 
iconic symbol which honors 
American men and women 
who gave their lives serving 
their country, recreates the cer-
emonial arrangement that sol-
diers in the field use to honor 
a soldier who has died on the 
battleground.  A helmet signi-
fying the fallen solider is atop 
an inverted rifle with bayonet 
denoting a time for prayer and 
combat boots at the base rep-
resent the final march of a sol-
dier’s last battle.  
The image of the Battlefield 

Cross is believed to date back 
as far as the American Civil War, when it 
was used to mark the temporary grave of 

team items and apparel, 
gift cards, men’s cloth-
ing, and even HGTV’s 
Laurel Mercantile/
Scotsman products. 
KC Family Pharmacy 

full-time pharmacist 
Dana Brooks Shoe-
make, another Wesson 
native and resident, 
says she is more ful-
filled with her job being 
a local business.
“We are able to do 

what we are called to do 
now,” said Shoemake. 
Shoemake has been 

a pharmacist since 
2007. Both Garcia and 
Shoemake, who were 
college roommates, re-
ceived their pharmacy 

degrees at Ole Miss and have worked to-
gether ever since. 
“I was at Mississippi College in pre-

med [before going to pharmacy school],” 
said Shoemake. “[As an undergrad], I got 

a fallen soldier. It was commonly used in 
World Wars I and II as a marker 
for personnel to remove a body 
for burial, and also as a memo-
rial.  Since then, it has become 
a way for the living to memori-
alize and mourn those who die 
in battle.
The statue stands at the cen-

ter in front of a brick wall 
with three 15-inch to 18-inch 
diameter 3D bronze emblems 
of the armed services flanking 
it on each side - Army, Marine 
Corps and Navy on the left, 
and Air Force, Coast Guard 
and Space Force on the right.  
In front of the wall, behind the 
statue and to its left and right, 
are the flags of Mississippi, the 
United States and POWs.
For the memorial, Wesson’s 

Aldermen have drawn on funds 
from the $100,000 Blue Cross 

Health Hometown grant designated for 

Family tradition continues with Wesson pharmacist

Veterans Memorial dedication set for November 11

Special to Wesson News          

Pharmacists and Wesson residents Dana Brooks Shoemake 
and Abby Garcia

Special to Wesson News          

Abby Garcia’s grandparents, Lester and Katie Furr, and Lonnie 
and Iris Freeman, circa 1961, in the Wesson Pharmacy, which 
the Furrs and Freemans owned

cont. on page 10

cont. on page 11

Special to Wesson News          

Artist’s rendering that inspired 
development of the Wesson Veterans 
Memorial

Special to Wesson News          

A Battlefield Cross, 
crafted by Stan 
Watts, is the focal 
point of the Wesson 
Veterans Memorial.
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By Angie Delaughter  
  
The Aspen, an assisted living facility, will be holding its third annual 

vintage car show on October 19. Set to begin at 8 a.m. and continue 
until 2 p.m., organizers say the event is expected to be a spectacular 
display of vintage cars, each with its own story and history.  
"This will be a day of family and fun for the entire community,” said 

Mechelle Burnette, Aspen’s director of sales. “The car show has grown 
from eighteen cars the first year to twenty-one the second year.” 
The event will also include a silent auction, live entertainment, ven-

dors and food.  Linton Glass of Brookhaven will be cooking the meat 
for food plates available for purchase. 
All officers who show their badge will eat free. 
Everyone is encouraged to “bring a chair and enjoy,” Burnette said. 
Brookhaven Country Club has donated the use of its golf carts for 

anyone needing complimentary transportation from the vehicle park-
ing to the event area. 
“We are encouraging vendors to come out to this community gath-

ering,” said Burnette. All vendors are welcome to set up at no charge.
The cost to enter a car is $20 car, and all proceeds will go to the family 

of fallen Summit officer Troy Floyd, who lost his life on August 8 in 
the line of duty. Floyd leaves behind a wife, Sage, and three children, 
Raiden (wife Shelby) Floyd, Carlyanna (husband Braydon) Nicholson 
and Jacob Floyd, as well as two grandchildren, Morgan and Brancin Floyd, along with many friends and family.  
Donations for the silent auction can be made by calling Burnette at 601-455-4619. 
The Aspen is located at 500 Silver Cross Drive in Brookhaven.
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Ole Brook Futbol Club brings home gold

Special to Wesson News          

Ole Brook Futbol Club boys recently took gold at the Hattiesburg Raisin' Cane Labor Day Classic. Ole Brook went undefeated on the 
weekend, conceding only three goals all weekend. Pictured (l to r) are, front row Brantley Smith, Jhosen Lopez, Braxton Shoemake, 
Griffin Newell, Jameson Medlin, Eli Medlin, Preston Kennedy, Gage Windham, Mason Bales, Kingsley Leopold, Konner Minton and Ellis 
Smithhart; and, back row: coaches Anthony Pocasangre, Cameron Newell and Erik Medlin.
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NEED SERVICE? PARTS? TIRES?

CALL
ON

759 MAGEE DR. • BROOKHAVEN

601-833-7521 • OPEN 7 A.M. - 5 P.M. M-F
Located next to Walmart • Take I-55 Exit 40

LEARN MORE @ SULLIVANFORD.COM

WHY GO
ANYWHERE

ELSE?

SERVICE PARTS

Ford and 
Lincoln Service 
and Warranty 

Repairs

Certified Diesel 
Tech

Two Senior 
Master 

Technicians

Expert Advice

Well-Stocked 
Inventory

Delivery to 
Commercial 

Accounts 
Available

Low Price Tire 
Guarantee

Motorcraft and 
Omnicraft Parts

Friendly, 
Courteous 

Service and 
Attention to 

Detail
LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK!
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Cobras celebrate 2024 homecoming Gift card drawing 
to be held for new 
library card signups

Special to Wesson News          

The Wesson Cobras celebrated homecoming on Friday night, September 27.  Pictured (l to r) are the members of the 2024 Wesson High 
School Homecoming Court, front row: Attendants for the Queen Sharon Lee and Logan Royal, and Attendants for Mr. and Miss Wesson 
High School Beau Garrett and Annslea Hogan; and back row: Eighth-Grade maid Aubrey Carraway, Eighth-Grade maid Madison Rowley, 
Jr. High Football Maid Ady Prestridge, Sophomore Maid Micqueal Berry, Sophomore Maid Enijah Hubbard, High School Football Maid 
Sa'Niya Brice, Senior Maid Aubree Smith , 2024 Homecoming Queen Laney Kate Earls, Mr. Wesson High School Trevor McRee, Miss 
Wesson High School Lilly Kate Channell , Senior Maid Maggie Runnels, Junior Maid Lexi Prestridge, Junior Maid Kylie Rorie, Freshman 
Maid Mallory Wilkinson, Freshman Maid Laina Hart, Seventh-Grade Maid Mae Logan and Seventh-Grade Maid Lyla Formby.

Special to Wesson News          

September was Library Card Sign Up 
Month. Residents who visit the Wesson 
Public Library to get a new library card  
through October 19 will be entered into 
a drawing to win a gift card. The adult 
winner will receive a $50 gift card to the 
Wesson restaurant Firehouse BBQ, while 
the youth (under the age of eighteen) 
will receive a $50 gift card to Park Place 
Ice Cream. The drawing will be held at 
the Wesson Flea Market, at the booth 
in front of Milltown Mall. The promotion, 
which is sponsored by the Wesson Public 
Library and the Wesson Friends of the 
Library, is for first-time card holders only. 
To get a library card, applicants must 
have a picture ID and a utility bill that 
verifies applicant’s current street address. 
Pictured are mother and daughter Mandy 
King and Laci King getting a library card.

Special to Wesson News  
  
Painter Dawn Marks started the learning experiences for Institute for Leaning in 

Retirement (ILR) members this month (October 8) in a fall semester packed with 
two other workshops on cooking and Christmas wreath-making, ongoing chair 
yoga classes, monthly luncheons that started September 10, travel opportunities, 
and a game day last month for ILR bingo players. 
A membership organization for persons aged fifty and older who are retired or 

semi-retired, ILR seeks to provide learning opportunities that are both fun and seri-
ous for senior adults, who define and pursue their own informal educational goals 
at their own pace, according to their own choices and talents.  Members, who come 
from wide-ranging backgrounds and bring varied experiences to the organization, 
design its program.  Co-Lin, as the ILR sponsor, provides staff and management for 
the organization, which is fully funded by member dues.
At the initial workshop, Marks brought paints and planks from cypress timbers 

with the border lines of an autumn scene and helped participants create a painting 
they could be proud to hang in their homes.
Marks offers her classes through Original Cypress, a small home-based compa-

ny she operates with her husband, Mike.  Original Cypress began almost twenty 
years ago, selling Marks’ cypress works with Louisiana motifs, such as pelicans 
and swamp scenes, to gifts and crafts stores.  While Marks continues to paint her 
own works to sell, teaching others to paint has become the main thrust of Original 
Cypress.  She teaches, on average, five classes a week.
Michael Tristan Peavey, Jr., the Lincoln County Agricultural Extension Service 

(AES) Agent, spoke about the work of AES at the September ILR luncheon.  At 
the second luncheon on October 3, ILR members enjoyed a meal at the Anderson 
Building on the Co-Lin campus, prepared and served by the college’s culinary stu-
dents, and heard special presentations made by several ILR members in a “Get to 
Know You” program.
The ILR travel season started October 16 with a day trip to Mary Landrum Pyron’s 

Hatmaker workshop at Crystal Springs.  The owner of ML Provisions discussed 
and demonstrated the hat-making skills she learned over five years in Wyoming and 
hosted a light lunch.
Other workshops, luncheons and travel experiences in the weeks ahead include:

• October 29.  Cooking workshop.  Co-Lin’s executive chef will show par-
ticipants how to prepare a luncheon that they will enjoy eating as part of the 
experience.   $25.  11 a.m.  Co-Lin Thames Center on Co-Lin campus.

•	 November	7.		Day	trip	to	Angels	on	the	Bluff	at	Natchez,	Mississippi.		Trip 
includes meal at Old Country Store, Lorman, Mississippi; guided tour of his-
toric Windsor and ghost town (Rodney), tour of Angels on the Bluff Cemetery.  
$163.  

• November 12.  Luncheon.  Veteran’s Day program with keynote speaker An-
drew Adcock, LTC, LG, MSARNG, Commander, Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, and guest speaker Craig Weaver, COL JROTC Senior Army Instruc-
tor, Lawrence County.  Lawrence County JROTC Presentation of the Colors.  
Patriotic music by members of the Co-Lin Choir.  $14.  Thames Center on Co-
Lin campus.

• November 19.  Wreath-Making	workshop.  Conducted by Heather Bonds of 
Hetty Bug’s Flowers.  $25. Thames Center on Co-Lin campus.  11 a.m.

• December 3-6.  Jingle	Jangle	Christmas	in	Pigeon	Forge,	Tennessee.		Three 
nights’ accommodation at Pigeon Forge with daily breakfast and three dinners, 
including Dolly Parton’s Stampede Christmas Dinner Show and Hatfield & 
McCoy Christmas Dinner Feud; Hometown Guided Tour; Smith Morning Va-
riety Show; Skyland Ranch Festival of Lights; and visits at The Island and Old 
Mill Square.  $890 triple, $980 double and $1,220 single.

• December 10.  Christmas luncheon.  Traditional Christmas luncheon with 
Steve Russell playing Christmas carols on the piano for sing-along.  Thames 
Center on the Co-Lin campus.  $14.

Throughout the semester, every Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Cheryl 
Myers will continue to coach a chair yoga class for ILR members.
For information, contact ILR Coordinator Erin Johnson at  erin.johnson@colin.

edu or 601-643-8702.  Visit the ILR Facebook page at Facebook@ILRCoLin.  

ILR begins fall semester with bounty of offerings
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$25

Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

Free gift with mammograms performed in October. 
 Weekly drawings!

Call 601-574-7000
 to schedule your 

mammogram today!

Lyons Mobile Detailing
PRESSURE WASHING

LOCKSMITH
MOBILE DETAILING

Timothy Lyons - Owner
601-623-9078

MENTION THIS AD AND
GET 20% OFF!

Talk Less to me and more to God!

Wesson News  
  
The American Legion supports its “Four Pillars” - veterans, defense, youth and Amer-

icanism. 
"Be a part of making a difference in this community by joining the American Legion 

Drane-Prine Post 79 in Wesson," said Bobby Thornton, post commander.
The organization holds monthly meetings on the third Tuesday of each month starting 

at 6:30 pm. at the post, which is located at 1014 Main Street. 
Membership in the American Legion is open to veterans and active-duty military 

members of any age. Sons of the American Legion membership is open to anyone 
who is related to a veteran or active-duty military member. Auxiliary members must be 
eighteen years of age or older and a mother, sister, daughter, granddaughter or spouse 
of a veteran or active-duty military member, living or deceased, but no more than two 
generations away. Junior memberships are available for students until age eighteen. 
Dual membership in both the American Legion and the Sons of the American Legion 

is permitted. 
Dues for 2024-24 membership year are $45, Auxiliary Unit dues are $34, and Sons of 

the American Legion dues are $15.
Those who are interested in joining any of the organizations are encouraged to come 

to one of the monthly meetings, which includes dinner, and fill out the membership 
application.
"You can call us a ‘family,’ because that's exactly what we are," said Whittington. 

"We actually won the ‘American Legion Family Award’ - we won first place last year 
and second place this year. It's a special honor that goes to the post in the state with the 
best camaraderie on the most philanthropic projects. Why wouldn't anyone want to be 
a part of this!"
For more information, visit Legion.org, visit the post’s and/or the auxiliary’s Facebook 

page, or call Bobby Thornton, post commander, at 601-951-5871 for an application. 

Wesson Legion, an active family

Special to Wesson News          

Auxiliary President Kim Whittington is pictured at the VA home in Collins, where the 
Wesson auxiliary has been appointed as the VA representatives. 
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CALL 601.823.5342  
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

CALL 601.823.5342 
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

1020 BIGLANE DRIVE BROOKHAVEN, MS 396011020 BIGLANE DRIVE BROOKHAVEN, MS 39601

FEATURED PROGRAMS

KDMC Weight Loss Support Group
Promotes successful, affordable

weight managment approach

When: First and third Tuesday of the month, 
call for class availability

Where: King’s Daughters Medical Center Education Annex
Address: 427 Hwy 51 North Brookhaven, MS 39601

To Register: Call Betsy Henderson, RD, LD, 6011.835.9489

Education Classes Available
CPR

First Aid
AARP Safe Driver Class

To register: Call Tyson Kirkland, LPN 601.835.9406

Smoking Cessation Classes
To register contact Tyson Kirkland , LPN, 601.835.9406

EVENTS SPOTLIGHT ANNOUNCEMENTS

KDMC
Heart Healthy Screening

helps you control or eliminate
your risk. Your life is worth it!

$100
Call now to schedule!
601.835.9133
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By Guest Columnist Stephanie Duguid  
  

As the vibrant colors of fall begin to take over, many people ex-
perience a sense of transition—not only in nature, but in their own 
lives. With the rush of the holiday season approaching and changes 
in routine, October is the perfect time to focus on mental health. In 
recognition of Mental Health Awareness Month, let’s explore how to 
manage stress and maintain mental wellness during this time of year.

While fall brings cooler temperatures, shorter days and beautiful fo-
liage, the seasonal transition can also impact mental health. For some, 
it can lead to feelings of anxiety, stress or even depression. Known as 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), this condition is triggered by the 
reduced amount of sunlight and can leave people feeling fatigued and 
downcast. However, there are proactive steps you can take to mini-
mize the effects and boost your mental well-being.

Here are five simple steps with action tips you can implement right away to manage stress 
and improve mental health this fall.

1. Soak up natural light.
As the days get shorter, access to natural sunlight decreases, which can affect your mood 

and energy levels. Sunlight helps your body produce vitamin D, which is essential for main-
taining a positive mood. Even a short walk outside during daylight hours can help lift your 
spirits. Try spending fifteen to thirty minutes outside each day to get that natural 
light exposure, or sit by a window when indoors.

ACTION TIP: Make a habit of taking a walk during your lunch break or 
early in the morning to maximize sunlight exposure.

 2. Establish a consistent routine.
Fall often comes with changes in daily routines, especially with kids return-

ing to school and holiday preparations kicking into gear. Establishing a consistent routine 
can help reduce stress and create a sense of normalcy, which is particularly helpful if you're 
feeling overwhelmed. Set regular times for waking up, eating meals, exercising and unwind-
ing in the evening.

ACTION TIP: Create a simple daily schedule that includes time for work, relaxation, 
and self-care. Consistency helps reduce stress and anxiety.

 3. Practice gratitude and mindfulness.
The changing season is a perfect opportunity to practice gratitude for what’s going well in 

your life. Studies show that practicing gratitude can boost mood and overall mental well-be-
ing. Start each day by reflecting on three things you are grateful for, no matter how small. 
Mindfulness techniques, such as meditation or deep breathing, can also help ground you in 
the present moment and reduce anxiety.

ACTION TIP: Spend five minutes each morning writing down things you are thankful 
for, or practice mindful breathing for a few minutes to center yourself.

 4. Stay physically active.
Exercise is a natural stress reliever. Regular physical activity boosts endorphins, im-

proves sleep and helps combat anxiety and depression. Even light activity, such as walking 
or stretching, can have a positive impact on your mood. With the cooler weather, fall is an 
ideal time to get outside and enjoy activities like walking, biking or simply strolling through 
a park to enjoy the fall colors.

ACTION TIP: Aim for at least thirty minutes of physical activity a day, whether it’s a 
brisk walk, yoga or a bike ride. Invite a friend or family member to join you for added 
motivation.

 5. Set boundaries for the holiday season.
The lead-up to the holiday season can be stressful, with added financial pressure, social 

obligations and family gatherings. Setting boundaries early is essential for pro-
tecting your mental health. Learn to say no to activities or commitments that 
feel overwhelming, and prioritize the events or people that truly matter to you. 
This will help you avoid burnout and focus on what brings you joy.

ACTION TIP: Make a list of what is most important to you during the 
holiday season, and practice saying “no” to things that don’t align with your 
values or priorities.

This October, make mental health a priority by taking proactive steps to manage stress 
and care for yourself during the fall season. By soaking up sunlight, establishing a routine, 
practicing gratitude, staying active and setting boundaries, you can enjoy the beauty of fall 
while nurturing your mental well-being. These small changes can have a big impact on your 
overall happiness and mental health.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Stephanie Duguid is the owner of Do Good ProHealth 
(CPR classes) and Do Good Leadership (motivational speaking, and lead-
ership and success coaching).

Prioritizing mental health: Five steps to managing stress during fall
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MarketplaceMotors.net

601-750-2277
Across from Walmart

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2006 Mazda mx5 miata convertible, 5 speed, air, power windows, Fun Fun at a bargain price!
•2013 Honda Accord Sport packacge, Rear spoiler, rear camera, rear seat.
•2015 Land Rover LR4, One owner, Sunroof, Leather, Nice!
•2014 Subaru outback limited, low mileage, leather, sunroof, AWD, great safety rating
•2012 Dodge Ram SLT Crew Cab RWD, only 80k miles, like new
•2015 Honda Accord EXL w/NAV, 6 cyl, Sunroof, Leather, Sharp!
•2019 Ford Flex SE 4 door, Pwr seat, mirrors, door locks, 3rd row seat
•2011 Toyota 4Runner SR5, low mileage, Sunroof, New Michelins, 3rd row seat
•2016 GMC Yukon Denali, White and tan, sunroof, dvd, low miles, like new
•2013 GMC Yukon SLT, Sunroof, DVD, Bucket seats, Low miles, Rear Camera, Like new
•2015 Land Rover, LR4, one owner, 4wd, Pano Sunroof, Fully Loaded, Super nice
•2010 Ford F150 Crew Cab Lariat, Leather Buckets, 5.4 V8, Sunroof, Super Sharp Two Tone.
•2015 Buick Lacrosse Premium, Leather, Pano sunroof, black beauty
•2011 Ford Transit Connect Cargo van, Low mileage, PW, PL, Cruise, Sharp!
•2013 Jeep Wranger Unlimited Sport, Automatic, Hardtop, Low Miles, Nice!
•2012 Ford F-150 Supercrew FX2 Pkge, Leather buckets, Liner, Sony Sound
•2003 Ford Excursion Limited 4wd, Leather, loaded, VIO, ready for deer camp!
•2014 GMC Acadia SLT, 3rd Row Seat, Rear A/C and heat, DVD, Rear Camera
•2015  Chevrolet Colorado Ext Cab, Automatic, PW, PL, low mileage, clean!
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VETERAN OWNED
& OPERATED

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

601-833-0000

PROFESSIONAL • COST EFFECTIVE • RELIABLE

Seal coating is more economical than repaving.
Add years to your asphalt with seal coating! 

Great for Private Driveways  and Churches

Special to Wesson News  
  
Jessica Breazeale Consulting (JBC), 

a public relations and marketing firm 
in Wesson, was recently invited to 
participate during Strategic Commu-
nications (StratComm) Week at the 
University of Southern Mississippi 
(USM) in Hattiesburg. She served as a 
guest speaker for the week’s “PR Day” 
presenting “Real World, Real Talk - 
Public Relations (PR) and Marketing” 
to communication majors on campus. 
The seminar focused on addressing her 
unique work journey, lessons learned 
and tips and tricks for rising profes-
sionals to utilize. 
After presentations, the guest speak-

ers gathered with faculty and staff from 
USM’s School of Media and Com-
munications to discuss the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and chal-
lenges facing current student success 
and future endeavors in the communi-
cations field. 
Oliva Fleming of Bude, communica-

tions major at USM, was in attendance 
during Breazeale’s presentation. Flem-
ing is a former student of Breazeale’s 
and recently moved to Hattiesburg af-
ter transferring from Co-Lin Wesson. 
When Breazeale had a job opening at 
JBC, she remembered a former stand-
out student from her class. 
“My favorite things about StratComm 

Week would be the opportunity I’ve 
been given to listen to real-life Strat-
Comm professionals,” said Fleming. “I 
got to learn more about what they do, 
the challenges they face, etc. I think 
it’s really nice to be able to hear these 
perspectives, so I have insight into my 
future as a StratComm professional,” 

said Fleming. 
Fleming has been an employee at JBC 

since July, and she receives college 
credit as an intern.
“I had no idea my employee would 

be in the audience,” said Breazeale. 
“It was nice to see Olivia sitting there, 
soaking it all in. We are usually in 
work-mode, so she probably hadn’t 
heard any of the stories I shared be-
fore. The guard was down, my journey 
was an open book in hopes that I might 
help some students avoid some of the 
hard lessons I had to learn.”
“USM did not have a Strat Comm 

division when I was a student,” said 
Breazeale. “I absolutely love what 
they’re doing now.”
With a deeper focus on strategy, the 

USM Strategic Communications pro-
gram, the school’s newest edition could 
potentially set its students apart from 
other communications majors, offer-
ing something the profession currently 
needs as it faces ethical concerns in the 
digital world and ever-evolving artifi-
cial intelligence. The division is aimed 
at educating and training the next gen-
eration of public relations, media sales 
and marketing professionals.  
Students work on paid media adver-

tising placements, public relations 
campaigns and social media manage-
ment for the program and for outside 
clients. 
“Small towns don’t typically have 

very many opportunities for PR/mar-
keting professionals, so it’s important 
to learn how to find your own way and 
carve your own path,” said Breazeale. 
“That’s what I learned to do and have 
never been happier.”

Wesson marketing 
firm speaks at USM

Dylan’s Detailing
Mobile Detailer

We come to you!

owner: Dylan Tarver
tarver.dylan22@yahoo.com

FB: Dylan’s detailing
IG: dylansdetailingg

10% off when you mention this ad.

769-281-4630

Special to Wesson News          

Jessica Breazeale and Oliva Fleming
Special to Wesson News          
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The Wesson News  
  
The Wesson Chamber of Commerce recently hosted a meet 

and greet event under the pavilion beside Wesson Library. The 
meeting was for members and prospective members to net-
work by providing a forum to speak. 
New Chamber President Teri Bath hosted the event, along 

with Vice President Gerri Lynn Porter; Treasurer Tim Sutton; 
Secretary Nekitha Jackson; and board members Pam Stamps, 
Kristy Carney and Janet Currie.

Lenzie Chambers, the owner of 
the new Firehouse BBQ restau-
rant in town, catered the event. 
Attendees raved over his pulled 
pork, special sauce, potato salad 
and banana pudding.
Bath shared plans for a new de-

velopment, a shopping center that 
will have a coffee shop and more. The land has been purchased 
and is in the process of being cleared; construction will begin 
soon. 
Wesson Librarian Marilyn Britt shared ideas for bringing in 

more revenue for Wesson. Chamber members exhibited their 
love and passion for the town as they discussed ideas and plans. 
“I just think we’re missing out on sales,” said Britt. “I just 

think we are missing out on mak-
ing our town look really nice…

for us to take advantage of that time of year.” 
“It would help if people didn’t put their junk out in front of 

their businesses,” said Bath.
Mayor Alton Shaw addressed the concern by announcing that 

a new town code enforcer has been hired and will start soon. 
“He will start the first of the month [October] and will focus 

on getting things cleaned up,” said Shaw. 
“This is great, I tell you,” said Bath. “We have great leaders. 

These things need to be addressed. Growth comes with good 
leadership.” 
Ron and Teri Bath moved to Wesson two years ago from 

Reno. They own Salmon Point Real Estate and are passion-
ate developers looking to be part of “bringing Wesson into the 
22nd century,” as Bath said in the meeting. 

Britt mentioned an opportuni-
ty for businesses is the Wesson 
Christmas parade. Joslynne Arzate of Hispanic Heritage sug-
gested adding entertainment downtown. Mayor Shaw’s wife, 
Christi Shaw, owner of C & L Treasures, suggested utilizing 
the small stage behind the fountain by Milltown Salon and Spa 
and C&L Treasures. 
Attendees agreed that Wesson is filled with amazing business-

es and business owners who are always looking for ways to 
grow their businesses and the town of Wesson. Many said that 
Wesson can truly be called “the small town with a big heart,” 
and part of the reason for that is a Chamber filled with people 
with the best interest of Wesson at heart. 
It's widely said, "Without vision, the people perish.” Those 

in attendance agreed that is truly not a concern with the town 
of Wesson, which is filled with leaders who have a vision for 
growth in every way possible. 
Wesson business owners who have dreams and plans to grow 

the town are encouraged to join the Chamber and get involved. The next Chamber meeting 
will be November 19 at Firehouse BBQ. Those who wish to stay updated on plans and 
events are encouraged to follow the Chamber's Facebook page. 

Chamber holds meet 
and greet luncheon

• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

(601) 833 - 1456 
207 S. Railroad Avenue | Brookhaven, MS

310 E. Broad Street | Monticello, MS

Lowery, Payn, Leggett & Bellipanni (LPLB) strives to 
ensure our clients accomplish their financial goals 

by providing the highest quality accounting, tax, 
audit and consulting services

Wednesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm

Special to Wesson News          

Joslynne Arzate

Special to Wesson News          

Gerri Lynn Porter and 
Nekitha Jackson

Special to Wesson News          

Ron and Teri Bath

Special to Wesson News          

Lenzie Chambers and 
Mayor Alton Shaw
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Snyder’s Buildings

1362 Union St. Ext.- Brookhaven, MS

BUY OR RENT TO OWN 
PORTABLE BUILDINGS 

AND UTILITY TRAILERS!

DOWN THE STREET 
FROM THE
TRUCK STOP 228-218-1216

• NO CREDIT CHECK
• ONLY A SMALL DEPOSIT REQUIRED
• NOW OFFERING INTERIOR FRAMED     

     WALLS AND ELECTRICAL PACKAGES
Understanding You®

Crystal Springs 601.892.3232

www.renasantbank.com

Hazlehurst 601.894.3845

Misty Prine
Branch Manager, Copiah County

Filet of  Beef  - $50
The most tender mid-western corn-fed beef  available, hand cut 
and cooked to perfection - served with loaded mashed potatoes 

and mixed vegetables.

Mitchell’s Ribeye - $50
The house favorite, well-marbled and full of  flavor – served with 

loaded mashed potatoes and mixed vegetables.

Redfish Hannah - $30
A Louisiana classic – blackened redfish topped with crawfish and 

shrimp etouffee served with cheese grits and mixed vegetables.

Seafood Julie  -  $25
Gulf  shrimp, scallops, and crawfish in a light cream sauce – 

served with fettucine and mixed vegetables.

Grilled Pork Chop  -  $25
served with sweet potato casserole and mixed vegetables.

Teriyaki Chicken   -  $20
Grilled chicken breast in a soy/ginger glaze – served with sticky 

rice and mixed vegetables.

1203 Hampton Dr Brookhaven, MS  39601
Please contact (601) 573-2063

to place a to-go order or get a reservation

Steak Night
Tuesday nights ONLY from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.**

Mitchell’s
Special events & catering

a job as a tech at a small, 
independent pharmacy 
in Clinton, and I loved 
it. I loved seeing people 
and being able to take 
care of them.”
The two finished phar-

macy school and went 
to work at a large chain 
pharmacy.
“We didn’t realize we 

were so far removed 
from loving on people,” 
said Garcia. “Some 
days, it was an assem-
bly line. I couldn’t ask 
about your babies, or 
how you were doing, 
or visit. It was busy and 
never a good time to 
personalize care.” 
“This has made me come full circle, seeing people, 

hugging them, being able to talk to them, which is dif-
ferent, because I was too busy at my other job,” said 
Shoemake.
With six employees, including two full-time pharma-

cists, KC Family Pharmacy owners and employees say 
they are proud to fill what they believe was a big com-
munity need.
KC takes almost all insurance providers and will han-

dle all logistics, if needed, from calling the doctor’s of-
fice to the transfer process, “because we actually have 
time to fully take care of the patient now,” explained 
Shoemake. 
While the two say that big pharmacies likely have an 

hour wait time or more, KC Family Pharmacy says their 
wait time is ten to fifteen minutes – at most. 
“We’re trying to make [picking up your medicine] an 

easy, pleasant experience, instead of something you 
dread,” said Shoemake. 
Garcia acknowledged that the biggest source of her 

daily gratification is “loving on people,” and says she is 
thankful she gets to do that now.
KC Family Pharmacy is located at 657 Caldwell Drive 

in Hazlehurst.

Family tradition continues 
with Wesson pharmacist

Special to Wesson News          

Wesson Pharmacy, which operated from 1948 to 1971 in the 
building where Milltown Salon is now located

Special to Wesson News          

Pictured inside KC Family 
Pharmacy are (front) pharmacist 
Dana Brooks Shoemake and 
owner/pharmacist Abby Garcia, 
and (back) Garcia’s nephew 
and pharmacy employee 
Preston Kasch Utz.

cont. from front page
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LOANS.
Competitive Rates.

702 U.S. Hwy 51,  Brookhaven, MS 39601
601-823-5566               www.pnb-ms.net

Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender

Special to Wesson News  
  
Many Copiah County youth recently participated in “See You at the Pole,” a global 

day of student prayer that began in 1990 as a grass roots movement with ten students 
praying at their school. Decades later, millions pray on their campuses on the fourth 
Wednesday in September. The rally often involves students meeting at the school 
flagpole before school to lift up their friends, families, teachers, school and nation to 
God. It is a student-initiated, student-organized and student-led event.
At Wesson High School, rain didn’t stop the students from praying for their schools, 

students, teachers and administrators, as they moved the rally indoors. That evening, 
First Baptist of Hazlehurst held a “Saw You at the Pole” Rally for Copiah County, 
with Justin Graves delivering a message to youth to advise them that, when they 
prioritize prayer, take bold steps of obedience, and trust God to move, they open 
themselves up to life-changing possibilities.

Wesson youth participate 
in “See You at the Pole”

All photos Special to Wesson News

development of the municipal park, as well as donations.  The grant funds covered costs 
related to property purchases, including surveys and closing costs; site development, in-
cluding dirt work and sod; and a walkway.  Alderman Michael King, U.S. Marine Corps 
(retired), provided funds to purchase the bronze Battlefield Cross, and Tori Earls, on be-
half of Woodmen of the World, donated the flag poles.  
The Town Aldermen welcome any other donations to fund the memorial, including the 

bronze service emblems, which are being purchased for $1,020 each. Those who wish to 
donate are asked to make checks payable to the Town of Wesson denoted for “Veteran’s 
Memorial” and deliver to City Hall.

Veterans Memorial dedication 
set for November 11

cont. from front page
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2043 HWY 51
   Wesson Ms

P&R
  package
    store

601-401-0311

By Bob Arnold  
  
The world’s best sweet 

potatoes, grown at 
Landreth Farms in the 
Vardaman area in north 
Central Mississippi, have 
arrived again and will be 
available at bargain base-
ment rates for folk who 
savor them in Lincoln and 
Copiah Counties, thanks 
to the Wesson Lions Club.
For area sweet potato 

lovers, it’s the most won-
derful time of the year.
For the tenth consecutive 

year, the Wesson-based 
Lions organization is im-
porting product from the "Sweet Potato Capital of the World" and selling it at unbeat-
able prices to generate funds for the international and local charities the club supports.
Members of the club started selling them late this month and expect to be sold out by 

the Wesson Flea Market on October 19 - 520 forty-pound boxes of sweet potatoes sold 
for $20 per box, or fifty cents per pound.  Individuals and area restaurants stocking up 
on the quality sweet potatoes are supporting the Lions Club's annual fundraising effort.
Landreth Farms officials say it's the loamy soil – along with timely rains – in the Var-

daman area that make their potato crops sweet and special.  Landreth plants sweet po-
tatoes on 600 acres, among Mississippi farmers, who raise sweet potatoes on more than 
18,400 acres across the state.  The farm sells commercially to national food stores, such 
as Kroger and Wal-Mart, and canners, like Gerber, and produces a line of pre-wrapped 
sweet potatoes for microwave cooking.
The annual sweet potato sale is among three major fundraising activities of the Wes-

son Lions Club.  The club also has an annual spring pancake breakfast and sells boiled 
peanuts at Co-Lin athletic events.  It disburses some $10,000 every year to assist deaf 
and blind persons through the International Lions Club and to support local organi-
zations and causes related to community improvement, children and youth, veterans, 
hospice care and address other issues and concerns.
To order sweet potatoes or for information about where to get them, call Wesson Li-

ons’ Alton Ricks at 601-643-2466 or Hubert Greer at 601-643-2002. 

Lions selling sweet potatoes again

Special to Wesson News          

Wesson Lions Club receives sweet potatoes for local 
fundraising sales from Landreth Farms in the “Sweet Potato 
Capital of the World.” 
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Austin Graham, Agent 
MS Farm Bureau Insurance 

601-757-3099

We can 
tackle all 

your 
insurance 

needs
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OF THE WEEK

Deshawn Smith

Wyatt Garrett

Hunter Meredith

WEEK 1 WEEK 2

WEEK 3

Korbin Ashmore

WEEK 4

Wesson News  
  
Each year, the Mississippi Book Festival 

unites readers and authors in a celebration 
of books at its annual event in downtown 
Jackson.
The 10th annual Literary Lawn Party 

was held last month. The event stretches 
from the entire grounds of the state capitol 
building to Galloway Methodist Church. 
Wesson resident Kim Whittington and 

two of her grandchildren volunteered at 
the event. Whittington has served as a 
book festival volunteer for all ten years. 
Authors from across the country, and 

sometimes international authors, arrive 
in Jackson to speak on a panel about their 
books, host book signings and have meet 
and greets. Lemuria Books is on-site sell-
ing the authors' books. 
The event includes indoor and outdoor 

children's activities. This year, Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting (MPB) was allowing 
attendees to film their own public service announcement (PSA), which Whittington's 
granddaughter Mary Murphy Brady elected to do. Meanwhile, State Capitol staff 
gave Capitol tours to festival attendees, including Whittington's grandson Harrison 
Brady. 
As a Mississippi Book Festival volunteer, Whittington's annual duties primarily con-

sist of managing author check-in. 
"My husband had just died in April [ten years ago], and I saw online that they [the 

Festival] were looking for volunteers. I knew I wanted to keep my-
self busy, get involved with something great, and I reached out that 
I'd be happy to volunteer. They took me up on the offer and have 
needed me every year. I'm now over author check-in," said Whit-
tington. 
Whitington is also a member of Friends of the Library, serves as 

American Legion Auxiliary president, and is a member of the Wesson Chamber of 
Commerce. As an avid reader, she's also been involved in various book clubs. 
"I don't know why I have such a love for books and reading...I just do,” said Whit-

tington. “A book can take you somewhere you've never been before. Reading helps 
you have imagination. Since volunteering at the festival, I've expanded my reading 
genres. I don't read the same old things anymore. I have a much more eclectic book-
shelf now."
For the past nine years, the festival was in August. This year, the festival was moved 

to mid-September. 
"The coolest thing about the event this year, to me, was the temperature change. I 

appreciated how much cooler the festival was this year [as a volun-
teer]," said Whittington. "LaVar Burton, who was on Reading Rain-
bow, Star Trek and Roots [to name a few], was a fan favorite author 
this year. Kate DiCamillo, children's author, who wrote Because of 
Winn Dixie, with her latest book, Ferris, was another author with 
long lines to visit," said Whittington.

Whittington encourages everyone to attend next year. 
"You'll love it. There is plenty to do there. You can spend the entire day there...plenty 

of food trucks, too. Make plans to be there!" 

Wesson resident volunteers at Mississippi Book Festival 

Special to Wesson News          

Harrison Brady on a tour of the State Capitol
Special to Wesson News          

Mary Murphy Brady and Kim Whittington
Special to Wesson News          

Mary Murphy Brady filming a PSA with MPB
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mention this ad

for 10% off

Wesson United Pentecostal Church
“Embracing Grace”

 Sunday Worship 10:00
Wednesday Night Connect 7:00

Pulse Youth Service
Wednesdays at 7:00

   Find us on fb

Pastor Jason Stone
601-757-1214

10024 Sylvarena Rd
Wesson, MS 39191

Call us! 601-918-3344      Follow us!       
2051 Hwy 51 S, Wesson 

In the old Los Lobos restaurant by Milltown Salon 

Garden Club announces 
September awards

Rural Yard of the Month

Autumn Special

All photos Special to Wesson News

The Wesson 
Garden Club 

recently named 
Julie and Danny 
Lowery as the 

September 
"Rural Yard 

of the Month" 
winners. The 

Lowreys’ home 
is on Highway 51 
North in Wesson.

The Wesson 
Garden Club 

recently 
awarded 
Latonya 

Collins, at 
1198 Highway 

51, with its 
September 
"Autumn 

Special” award.

The Wesson 
Garden Club 

recently 
awarded their 
September 

Autumn Design 
Award to 

Cherry and Ira 
Head at 3008 

Monticello Road 
in Wesson.
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DINE IN and Pick Up Window
call ins welcome

Monday-Friday 5:30 am-8:00
Saturday 5:30-1:00

Sports Bar & Restaurant 
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218 S. Whitworth Avenue, Brookhaven  601-990-2366

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

WESSON 
AREA DINING 

GUIDE

Restaurante
Guatemalteca

(Located inside Baskin-Robbins Hazlehurst) 

28078-MS 28

Hibachi • Sushi
769-295-0019

Mon - Sat 10, 10 am to 9’pm
Sun, 12 pm to 9 pm

Like us on Facebook! 

Wesson News  
  
For the fifty-third time, the streets of downtown 

Wesson will be filled with vendors for the annual 
Wesson Flea Market, sponsored by the Wesson Vol-
unteer Fire Department.
On Saturday, October 19, crafters, artisans and 

more from around the Southeast will converge on 
Wesson to offer arts and crafts items, fleas, clothing, 
food, snacks and refreshments, among other things, 
to thousands of browsers and shoppers.
A day organized each year by the Wesson Volun-

teer Fire Department, the event typically has more 
than one hundred fifty vendor booths for shoppers 
to peruse. Individuals, church groups, clubs, civic organizations and businesses set up 
their tents and welcome market-goers from far and wide.
The Flea Market starts at 8 a.m. on Highway 51, and Factory, Spring and Beech Streets. 

It will be open until 4 p.m. Food offerings will be on Factory and Spring Streets.
The Wesson Friends of the Library, who have raised the stakes for this year’s Library 

Card Sign Up Month, will hold a drawing for a $50 gift card to Firehouse BBQ for a lucky 
adult who signed up for a new library card before October 19, and a drawing for a $50 gift 
card to Park Place Ice Cream will be held for a new youth library card signee.

For information about booth space and registra-
tion, visit the “WessonFleaMarket” Facebook page.
Vendors are encouraged to set up the day before 

the event, and streets will be open for setup after 6 
p.m. on Friday, October 18. Vendors should check 
in at the Information Booth under the “Wesson Fire 
Department” banner prior to setting up. Vendors 
must furnish their own tables, chairs and display 
needs.
Only vehicles with merchandise, tents, etc. will be 

allowed in the flea market area for setup.
Vendors must be set up and ready for customers by 

8 a.m. on Saturday, October 19. 
Typically, vendors for the flea market come from 

throughout Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Texas and Tennessee. While parents shop, 
children can enjoy a special fun zone that will be set up near Dollar General.
Started by a local merchants’ association, WVFD turned the event, known today as the 

"Wesson Flea Market," into a major fundraiser held annually on the third Saturday in 
October.  The volunteer fire fighters say the booth rentals from the event helps to generate 
approximately $5,000 each year to purchase equipment for the fire department.   
For more information, contact the fire department at 601-265-1694 or WessonFD@

gmail.com.  

Annual flea market hits the streets Oct. 19

Special to Wesson News          



16 Wesson News October, 2024

www.colin.edu

THE PLACE 
THE PLACE 

TO BE !TO BE !!$"
��������������

�������������������������������

���������������
	�����
��������������

������������	�����
������������������������
��������������������
����������	���������

�������� ����

Designed
for you
Backed
by Blue.

By Guest Columnist Misty Strieff Prine  
  
“Being negative only makes a difficult journey more dif-

ficult. You may be given a cactus, but you don’t have to 
sit on it.” – Unknown
Life is far from easy. 
Sometimes we are dealt a good hand, and sometimes 

that hand is quite difficult. What we take from that diffi-
culty speaks volumes to our strength and determination 
and from whom our strength comes from. 
You see, harboring negativity along a difficult journey only makes 

our paths that we have yet to travel even more difficult to endure. Just 
like this quote says, you may be given a cactus, but that doesn't mean 
you have to sit on it! 
The choice is yours. 
Are you going to sit on the cactus, or are you going to choose to walk 

away and chance finding a nice comfy seat to sit on? The choice is 
yours! Surrender with your head down, or fight with your head up. 
When life gives you lemons, make a whole great big pitcher of lem-
onade, and then drink up that joyful life and fighting spirit that comes 
with knowing Jesus as your Savior. With Him in your corner, don't 
you dare sit on a cactus willingly! 
God loves you immensely, and He never promised an easy road. One 

thing He did promise is that He would never leave us or forsake us. 
With that promise, hard days should be a lot more tolerable, knowing 

the King of Glory not only knows you by name but gave His life for 
you and promised to love you through it. We serve a God that gives 
such amazing grace!
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Misty Prine is a local inspirational writer.

Difficulties are no match 
for God’s promises


