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WAC enroliment to hold steady

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Attendance Center (WAC) anticipates enrollment
to hold steady in the coming 2024-25 school term.

The new school year begins in Wesson on Tuesday, Au-
gust 5.

Reflecting a stable educational staffing employment
throughout the state, WAC is adding just one new teacher for
the coming year: Olivie Springfield in seventh-grade English.
Teresa Swell is also joining WAC as a teacher assistant.

WAC athletic teams will continue to play in 3A regional
competition.

"We expect about 882 students to enroll," says WAC prin-
cipal Tommy Clopton. The enrollment will include some
420 students in the elementary school, between 155 to 160
students in the junior high grades and more than 290 in high
school.

"All students attending WAC must reside within its dis-
trict or have been released by their local school board and ap-
proved by the Copiah County School Board," Clopton says.
"Otherwise, law requires students to attend school in the dis-
tricts where they live."

"Residency means a student resides full time, days and
nights throughout the week and on weekends, within the lim-
its of the school district.

not attend the school last year must be provided:

Students must reside full time at the address used for
registration and live with a natural parent or have legal documentation on file with
WAC that shows they are under the guardianship of someone."

To enroll in classes at WAC, four documents for each incoming student who did

1-1'-
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Assistant Principal Vanda Brister, High School
Principal Dr. Barbara Roberson and WAC
Principal Tommy Clopton are planning the 2024-
25 school year at Wesson Attendance Center.

guardianship decree.

legal guardians in the
illnesses of the parent
or detrimental family

* Birth certificate

* Social Security Card

* Original copy of Mississippi Inmunization Form 121
* The final report card from the previous school

All students planning to attend WAC, even if they were en-
rolled last year, must show residency proof, including one
document from each of three groups with the name of the
registrant's parent or legal guardian:

* Real estate documentation. Mortgage papers or property
deed, original apartment rental agreement or home lease (re-
ceipts will not be accepted), or a filed homestead exemption
form;

« Utility bill or deposit receipt (lights, water, gas) dated within
the last two months (cell phone bills will not be accepted);

* Other proof. Driver’s license, voter registration card or auto-
mobile registration.

If documents of legal guardians are used to prove resi-
dency, the registrant must provide a copy of the court order
appointing the guardian or the filed petition for a pending
Children or youth living with an adult other than parents or
district may be enrolled at WAC in cases of death or serious
s or legal guardians, abandonment, abuse or neglect; unstable
relationships or living conditions, or if they are exchange stu-

cont. on page 9

2024-25 Wesson Attendance Center Calendar

August
1,2 Teacher work days
1 Meet the Teacher (6 p.m.-7 p.m.),

October
9,10, 11 Nine Week tests
10 Who's Who pictures

December
18,19, 20 Nine Week tests
23 Christmas holidays begin

10-14 Spring break
17 School resumes
TBD Spring pictures

April
3 Report cards go out

Open House/PTO meeting 14-18 Fall break TBD Wesson Christmas Parade (2:20 p.m.
Seventh Grade orientation 24 Report cards go out dismissal)
5 First school day for students TBD Pageant practice
15 Meet the Cobras (7 p.m.) TBD High School Pageant January

TBD (8 a.m.) Faculty & staff get id badges
TBD - Begin K Universal Screener
TBD - Beta Club Initiation Ceremonies
TBD -- Meet the Cobras (7 p.m.)

TBD College Fair
TBA Presentation of invitations - Seniors

November

14 Progress reports (second nine weeks)

September
2 Labor Day holiday (school closed)
5 Progress reports (first nine weeks)
17,18 School day pictures
24 Make up pictures day
TBD Ring presentation to juniors
TBD Juniors order rings

25-29 Thanksgiving holidays
TBD Book Fair
TBD Seniors order invitations
TBD Veterans Day program
TBD Elementary Beauty Pageant

6 School resumes for second semester
17 Teacher/parent conference day/student

18 Holiday/weather day
21 Teacher work day/student holiday
24 Progress reports (fourth nine weeks)

holiday
20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday. May
23 Graduation
February 23,27,28 Nine Week tests

TBD ACT statewide (eleve
March

6 Progress reports (third nine weeks)
TBD African American History program

26 Memorial Day
TBD Elementary awards program
TBD Senior awards & Recognition Night
TBD Junior High School & High School awards
TBD Kindergarten awards program

nth grade only)

5,6, 7 Nine-Week tests

SULLIVAN. SULLIVANFORD.COM

WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?
759 Magee Dr. - Exit 40 - Brookhaven - Next Door to Walmart - 601-833-7521
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Events prepare teachers, students & parents

Wesson News

supplies required for the classroom experience and talk

In a variety of settings during August, Wesson Atten-
dance Center (WAC) will offer advice, information and
support to help teachers, students and parents alike suc-
cessfully navigate the events and challenges they will face

in the ten months of the 2024-25 school year.

* Teachers return to WAC before students for
a staff development program August 2 that
will orient them to their working environ-
ment, review the their job landscape and
expectations and give them direction
to perform well.

* From 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, August 1, parents and students
can learn more about WAC: At an
open house and students, parents and
teachers will socialize informally,
and a Parent Teachers Organization
(PTO) meeting will show parents how
they can sustain their relationship with
WAC throughout the school year.

Kindergarten and elementary school children
and their parents will have an opportunity to meet
teachers, make sure they have acquired the proper school

about the nature of school work over the coming year.
Incoming seventh graders and their parents, too, will be
able to learn about moving to junior high and high school.
They will have the opportunity to meet teachers, see class-
rooms, ask questions and, overall, make the transition from
elementary school a smoother process. “Moving to
the seventh grade is a big step for our students,
and our administration and staff want to do
everything we can to make the process
easier," says WAC Principal Tommy

Clopton.

* Meet the Cobras on Thursday,
August 15, will introduce students
to WAC's athletic program. Players
and coaches will make presenta-
tions in a rally-like atmosphere.

WAC also publishes an annu-
al 82-section handbook for students
that informs and guides parents and
teachers on elementary school and high
school procedures and policies. Topics
range from response to emergencies to coun-
seling services and dress code to the grading sys-
tem and truancy. The entire handbook is accessible on
the WAC website (http://wac.ccsd.schoolfusion.us).

RULES OF
THE ROAD

Wesson News

For drivers bringing students to Wesson Atten-
dance Center in private vehicles:

* Drop off students before 7:40 a.m. for classes,
which start at 7:45 a.m. Drop-off points are in front
of the old gym and high school area for grades sev-
en to twelve and the elementary school parking lot
(where two attendants are on duty) for kindergarten
through sixth grades.

* Pick up students in kindergarten through sixth
grade in the elementary school parking lot. Line
up on the north side of the road east of the building,
enter the parking lot on the east, load students from
the inside lane, and exit parking lot on the west. Use
the outside lane when leaving the
pickup line. Children should not
walk to vehicles parked along the
side of the road.

* Pick up students in grades
seven through twelve and their
younger siblings in the park-
ing lot by the old gym and high
school area. Enter on the east, park in the inside
(north) lane while waiting for students to pick up,
and exit on the west via the outside (south) lane.

* Do not pick up students at the rear of the school
where buses load.

Older and younger siblings will meet in the old
gym and walk together to their pickup vehicle in the
high school parking lot. Children who walk or bike
to school will wait in the old gym until 3:15 p.m.
when buses and most cars have left the campus.

Proof of vaccinations
required by MSDH

Wesson News

All students enrolling for the first time at WAC must comply with Mississip-
pi immunization requirements against communicable diseases, and entering
seventh graders must show proof of an adolescent whooping cough (pertussis)
booster vaccination.

Current state entry immunization requirements encompass vaccinations that
provide protection against:

* Diptheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis (DTaP)
* Polio (IPV)

* Hepatitis B

* Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR)

* Varicella (chickenpox)

COVID-19 vaccinations are not required.

Mississippi instituted the whooping cough booster (Tdap) vaccination re-
quirement in 2012-13 due to increasing concern about pertussis -- a highly
contagious and life-threatening disease that adolescents can contract and easily
transmit to younger children. Immunity to pertussis from early childhood vac-
cinations weakens over time.

The Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH) also suggests consider-
ation of vaccinations against meningococcal disease and human papillomavi-
rus (HPV), and a varicella (chickenpox) booster as well for teenagers. Doctors,
other health care providers, and county health departments provide vaccina-
tions and complete the Form #121 Certificate of Immunization Compliance to
present to schools.

MSDH will consider exemptions from one or more required vaccinations for
medical or religions reasons explained on completed and signed applications --
Form 139-M Medical Exemption Request and Form 139 R Religious Exemp-
tion Request. A child’s pediatrician, family physician or internist licensed in
Mississippi or a tertiary care physician outside the state must complete and sign
Form 139-M. A parent or guardian must complete and sign Form 139-R and
must schedule an appointment with MSDH officials to discuss the application.

Children with either a Certificate of Medical or Religious Exemption who
are not adequately immunized will be excluded from school if a vaccine-pre-
ventable infectious disease is present in their communities or there is a threat of
one occurring, and will continue to be excluded from school until the disease
is no longer present or they no longer are a safety threat to other children in the
school.

For more information about vaccine exemptions, visit www.msdh.ms.gov.
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On the COVID-19 rebound

By Bob Arnold

The COVID-19 pandemic, by and large, ended two to three years ago, but its
repercussions continue to affect the way we live. Our attitudes as workers have
changed. We stay at home more, have curbed our travel, go out less -- to eat
or for entertainment -- or have changed our recreational habits. The lingering
economic effects have changed the way we consume goods and services. Even
our politics has been affected. Countless things just aren’t the same.

Around town, if massage therapy was part of your healthcare regimen, you
may have noticed at least one therapist known for many years as the area’s
go-to practitioner for deep tissue massage has been missing.
COVID-19 knocked Marti Stephens out of the box.

Before it drove her from the healthcare scene, Stephens did
seven to nine deep tissue massages per day throughout the area
in a practice that took her to salons as far north as Jackson and
Madison, but included locals, as well. “I was terrified of getting
COVID-19, shut down my business and gave up my license, but
despite my efforts, got it anyway,” she relates.

Today, Stephens is on the rebound. She has a lot of things on
her platter, but she is thinking about how she can again start
helping folks concerned about their health. After the journey
that got her there, she isn’t giving it up lightly.

Stephens landed in Brookhaven with her parents in 1971 when
she was four years old, lived in the area until she was 16 and
returned permanently in 2002 as a single mother with three
daughters to be with her mom and build a career as a massage
therapist, after living 17 years in Ohio and Florida. Along the
way, she also was a vocalist for Country and Top 40 bands and
even thought, but not for long, about practicing
cosmetology.

Special to Wesson News

Marti Stephens

plementary medicine. Through online work and credit transfers from other
schools, she earned a Masters Degree from Everglades University at Boca Ra-
ton, Florida.

Before COVID-19, Stephens had become well known throughout the area for
her work in deep tissue massage in which she incorporated reiki -- a healing
touch technique in which energy is transferred to a person in physical or emo-
tional pain through the palms of the practitioner’s hands.

Today, in the midst of a life that now includes grandparenting the children of
her daughters, she is overcoming physical ailments and is working to restore the
health and fitness she needs for strength and stamina required
for massage and other healing arts. She is also studying sound
healing. “Although I can reacquire my license relatively easily,
getting myself into physical condition to practice massage again
is another matter,” she says. “Massage is physically taxing, par-
ticularly when you aren’t at the right weight and have lost mus-
cle mass.”

Stephens is working on building her post-COVID-19 life and
career in the country home on the eight acres abutting the Homo
Chitto Forest in the Loyd Star area near McCall Creek where
she has lived with her friend Craig Kimble for the past 15 years.
Her daughters are grown, and their four kids who ramble on the
property are a big part of her life today. Eden, 33, married to
Don Bivens, is a freelance artist, handcrafts jewelry and manag-
es her household and family at Meadville; and Holly, 29, mar-
ried to Ben Felder, is a stay-at-home mom at McComb, and does
photography. Braden Beiser, 19, the grandson Stephens raised,

works in the kitchen at Magnolia Blues.

What are your hobbies?

Her mom and dad were country music singers
who worked for Buck Owens in Bakersfield, Cal-

MEET YOUR HEIGHBUR-

I enjoy swimming in a pool on our property, gar-
dening and cooking. For some reason, roses like

ifornia, where she was born and named after her
parents’ good friend Country music star Marty
Robbins. She never fully understood why her par-
ents, who once performed at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville and appeared reg-
ularly on Bakersfield television stations, pulled up stakes for Mississippi, where
their career turned to gospel music and her father operated a recording studio.
Growing up with three brothers and one sister as the eldest child, Stephens sang
gospel with her parents at churches, festivals and special events, recalls spend-
ing many hours at her dad’s recording studio, and aspired to be a research sci-
entist with an avid interest in space and nature, discovering new worlds under
a microscope and taking care of animals who needed her special love and care.

Stephens attended the Brookhaven and Loyd Star schools and a Pentecostal
Christian Academy into the twelfth grade, but received a high school Graduate
Equivalency Diploma from Co-Lin after completing correspondence cours-
es before resettling in Ohio. Over seven years in Ohio, she married, had two
daughters -- Amanda and Eden -- and studied cosmetology.

In 1992, following a divorce and deciding she did not want to pursue a career
as a hairdresser, Stephens changed venues to Orlando, Florida, at the urging of
her sister, remarried, had her third daughter -- Holly, and started her career in
massage therapy after studying advanced massage therapy and alternative med-
icine at the Florida College of Natural Health. Her Orlando stop also included
gigs as a singer with Country and Top 40 bands at night spots. Before returning
to Brookhaven after a divorce, she owned and operated the Serenety Oasis Spa
at Daytona Beach after working for other spas.

In her first few years after coming back to Brookhaven, family occupied most
of her attention, with three teenage daughters, and a grandson whom she reared
from birth. Around 2010, however, her massage career took off with work at
the Aqua at the Renaissance in Jackson and further studies in alternative com-

me. Roses of all kinds are thriving on our prop-
erty. 1 also grow vegetables, which I cook as a
part of healthy meals with seafood, but no pork or
beef. I also have a passion for animals. People dump unwanted animals on our
property, and we keep them. I have four dogs, including a hound and lab-boxer
mix; two cats, and an array of creatures that are really my granddaughter’s pets
-- a parakeet, hamster, gold and beta fish, bull frogs, three ducks, five chickens
and a bearded dragon lizard.

Are you a reader?
I read about matrix energetics and energy work in healing, quantum physics
and history.

How about movies or theater?

I follow historical documentaries and enjoy gangster and action movies. My
favorite actor is Al Pacino. I like movies like Dr. Strange and Ironman, and
enjoy science fiction. On television, I follow the old Law and Order SVU and
Bonanza western series.

What would you do with the winnings if you won the lottery?

I’d start by hiring a financial advisor and then consider ways to help animals,
and to be able to travel to learn about new cultures and strange and unusual
places. I want to visit pyramids and caverns. Southern France and Sweeden are
on the top of my travel list.

How would you change the world?
Prayer. I’m not religious, but I am spiritual. The 52-miles of shelving at the
Vatican is a good place to begin getting needed inspiration.

= TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS =

WHEN IT'S PERMANENT, TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS
CHECK oUT 0UR HUGE SELECTION
REMEMBER THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE
WITH A TOP QUALITY MEMORIAL FROM BROOKHAVEN MONUMENT COMPANY.
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BROOKHAVEN
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DAVE PACE
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Understanding & battling arthritis joint pain

By Guest Columnist Stephanie Duguid

This article
draws on a com-
prehensive  over-
view of arthritis of-
fered by Dr. Hanan
Irahim, Assistant
Professor of Rheu-
matology, as a
Miississippi Health
Ambassador Initia-
tive member.

Arthritis is a condition many people
in the United States know all too well.

Affecting nearly 60 million adults
and hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren, arthritis is a leading cause of
disability. This chronic condition
involves inflammation of the joints,
which can lead to significant pain,
redness, and swelling. However, it’s
important to understand that not all
joint pain is due to arthritis. Various
other factors, such as infections, me-
chanical issues, crystal deposits, or
autoimmune diseases, can also cause
joint pain.

There are different types of arthritis:

1. Osteoarthritis (OA): Often
known as mechanical arthritis, OA
is the most common. It typically af-
fects individuals over the age of 50,
but younger people can also develop
OA due to sports injuries or trauma.
Osteoarthritis results from the break-
down of cartilage -- the cushioning
material in our joints -- leading to
pain and stiffness. Several factors
contribute to developing OA -- age,
joint injury, overuse, obesity, genet-
ics, and gender, with women being
more susceptible than men. Imagine
your joints as well-oiled hinges. Over
time, and with excessive use, the lu-
brication wears out, leading to those
creaky, painful movements we asso-
ciate with osteoarthritis.

2. Crystal-Induced Arthritis:
This type includes conditions like
gout and pseudogout in which crystals
form inside the joint. Gout is caused
by uric acid crystals, which can be
exacerbated by diets high in red meat
and sugary beverages. Pseudogout,
in contrast, involves calcium-based

crystals.
Think of gout as a
condition in which

your joints feel like
they’re being poked
by sharp needles -- an

ful experience that can
severely impact daily
activities.

3. Autoimmune Arthritis: The
most common form of autoimmune
arthritis is Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA).
In this condition, the immune system
mistakenly attacks the body’s own tis-
sues, causing chronic inflammation.
Symptoms include prolonged joint
pain, stiffness, and systemic issues
such as a fever and rash. Managing
autoimmune arthritis often requires
a comprehensive approach involving
long-term medication and regular
medical consultations. It’s like your
body is fighting an invisible enemy
within, causing continuous discom-
fort and requiring constant vigilance.

The symptoms of arthritis can vary
widely, but they generally include
joint pain that worsens with activi-
ty and improves with rest. There is
swelling, redness, and stiffness, par-
ticularly in the morning. Diagnosing
arthritis requires looking at patient
history, a clinical examination, and
imaging techniques, such as x rays or
MRI scans.

Imagine waking up each morning
feeling like your joints are locked in
place, slowly easing as the day goes
on. This is a common experience for
those with arthritis.

LIVING

unpleasant and pain- +HEALTHY+

While there is no sure way to pre-
vent arthritis, adopting a healthy life-
style can significantly reduce your
risk and help manage symptoms if
you already have the condition. Here
are some prevention tips:

e Stay Active: Regular physical
activity helps keep your joints flexible
and muscles strong.

Swimming, walking
and yoga are excellent
ways to maintain joint

health.
¢ Maintain a
Healthy Weight:

Obesity puts extra
stress on your joints, particularly the
knees, hips and lower back. Maintain-
ing a healthy weight can help reduce
this strain.

* Avoid Smoking: Smoking can
contribute to the development of ar-
thritis and other chronic diseases.

e Stay Hydrated: Drinking plen-
ty of water helps maintain joint lubri-
cation.

* Adopt an Anti-Inflammatory
Diet: Eating a diet rich in fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, and healthy fats
can help reduce inflammation. Ber-
ries, fatty fish, nuts, and leafy greens
are particularly beneficial.

Treatment varies with the type of
arthritis:

¢ With Osteoarthritis, the focus
is on managing symptoms. This can
include physical therapy to strengthen
the muscles around the joints, weight
management to reduce stress on the
joints, and medications such as acet-
aminophen or nonsteroidal anti-in-
flammatory drugs (NSAIDs). In se-
vere cases, surgical options like joint
replacement might be considered.

e For Crystal-Induced Arthri-
tis, managing gout involves dietary
changes to reduce purine intake, stay-
ing well hydrated, and medications
like colchicine for acute attacks or al-
lopurinol for long term management.
Pseudogout treatment focuses on re-
ducing inflammation and managing
pain.

* Autoimmune Arthritis treat-
ment often includes medications to
suppress the immune system, such as
methotrexate or biological therapies.
Regular consultations with a rheuma-
tologist are crucial to monitor and ad-
just treatment as needed.

Arthritis is a complex condition
with various forms and causes, each
requiring a tailored treatment ap-
proach. Early intervention and a
proactive lifestyle are essential in
managing symptoms and improving
quality of life. For more information
or support, consider reaching out to
your primary care provider, a com-
munity theumatologist, or a physical
therapist.

Living with arthritis can be chal-
lenging, but it doesn’t have to dom-
inate your life. By understanding the
different types of arthritis and their
causes, you can take proactive steps
to manage the condition.

Whether it’s through lifestyle
changes, medical treatments, or a
combination of both, there are many
ways to alleviate the impact of arthri-
tis on your daily activities. You don’t
have to navigate this journey alone.
There are numerous resources and
healthcare professionals ready to sup-
port you every step of the way.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Stephanie Duguid
is owner of Do Good ProHealth (CPR
Classes) and Do Good Leadership
(motivational speaking, and leader-
ship and success coaching).
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Library presented as adventure source

By Bob Arnold and crafts activities with snacks offer a setting for new friends to
mix and mingle.

Close to 50 children from three to 12 years old, including kids In the subsequent sessions following Pollet’s talk about his person-

from day care programs and kindergarten al travel adventure, the young readers thought

and elementary school at Wesson Attendance
Center (WAC), as well as others from around
town, are participating in the Wesson Public
Library’s (WPL) Summer Reading Program
to encourage young people to keep up and
expand their reading skills and utilize the li-
brary’s resources.

Wesson Friends of the Library (FOL) is pro-
ducing the program in collaboration with WPL
staff on Thursdays through this month except
July 4. Framed thematically as “Adventure
Begins at Your Library,” the program started
on Thursday, June 27, with Louisiana optome-
trist Dr. C.J. Pollet headlining the initial event.

Last month, Pollet talked to the kids about a
personal travel adventure -- riding his horse,
which he keeps in western Copiah County at
his old family home in Allen where he spends
weekends and other free time, from there to
Mandeville, Louisiana, where he resides. Pol-
let and his wife Dora are grandparents of six
children ages two years old to eight years old,
who love to hear the stories about his adven-
tures.

about making their own travel adventures in
learning about map and passport making, will
consider the adventures offered in unique hob-
bies and work as exemplified by bees and bee-
keeping and will gain better understanding of
the adventures of emergency response, with a
tour of firefighting equipment and patrol cruis-
ers conducted by the Wesson Volunteer Fire
Department.

Through the course of the program, the par-
ticipants have been engaging in competition
for awards recognizing those who read the
most pages from books checked out at the li-
brary. Book prizes will be presented on July
25, which will also be the program’s conclud-
ing Play Day, when children come with their
bathing suits and frolic under the water pro-
vided by Wesson Volunteer Fire Department
with their powerful hoses.

While the annual Wesson Public Library
Summer Reading Program is child-orient-
ed, FOL and library staff hope parents learn
their own lessons as well about the valuable
resources found at the library as it becomes a

Wesson News
Children enjoy refreshments at Wesson Public

As in June, similar morning sessions meeting Library Summer Reading Program. source of adventure for their kids.
from 10 a.m.- 12 noon on July 11, July 18 and Wesson Friends of the Library is a non-profit
July 25 are planned with a fun and educational group that assists in buying books and equip-
agenda to take the children down varied adventure roads with fea- ment to improve patrons’ enjoyment of all that Wesson Public Li-

tured speakers, book readings by former WAC teacher Linda Mehri brary has to offer, including large print books, CDs and DVDs, mag-
geared to the young audience and a time for the kids to explore  azines and a comfortable learning and reading environment. The
books available in the library and check out those of interest. Play  library also has computers, copy and fax services available
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First Aid s s s npansa | Heart Healthy Screening
AARP Safe Driver Class # bppoimtrrant oy helps you control or eliminate

& Poarm artmd 3 e e - - your risk. Your life is worth it!

Wk

Call toedl an u.;i.nmem $ 1 oo

Call now to schedule!
601-823-5204 | 601.835.9133

To register: Call Tyson Kirkland, LPN 601.835.9406

i e B2 Wiy, L, P

W Lhat ap FERE-TT

Smoking Cessation Classes
To register contact Tyson Kirkland , LPN, 601.835.9406

LIKE NOOME ELSE CAN




July, 2024 Wesson News 7

o e e R e BT

2018 Cadillac Escalade ESV, 2020 Ford Transit T350HD 2015 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo

Platinum Pkg, Only 63k miles and EVERY Passenger Van with Wheelchair and only One owner, Only 41,000 miles, like new!
option available on a Cadillac! 27,000 miles

2016 GMC Denali 2010 Honda Accord EX-L 1996 Harley Davisdon Heritage Softail
Low mileage, Like New, Loaded Low mileage, Sunroof, Leather, High gas mileage only 1800 miles, many many custom parts, garage kept, like new

*2006 Mazda mx5 miata converfible, 5 speed, air, power windows, Fun Fun ot o bargain price!
2012 GMC YokonXl, ST Phge, VD, sunroof, reor comern, Znds row bis
2005 MNison  Fronfier ERXMS (b, one owner, only 80k miles
o013 Hondo Accord Spot packacge, Rer spoiler, reor comero, rear seat.
o015 lond  Rover R4 One  owner  Sumoof  leather Nicel
: % 4 oW1 Jeep Wrongler Suhoro, LMY low miluge, outomatic hord fop!
— - o lexos 350, FEXSYMSY mileoge,  sumroof,  leather,  super icel -
2016 Chev Colorado Crew Cab Z71 .4 fod fsn S XN Privos, gedt gos mibage,  demn 2015 Honda CRV EXL package

x4, Super mcen'alf,‘:filizt:::,ts' rearcamera 2014 Subaru outbock lmited, low mileage, leaher, sumroof, MWD, great slty ming ©One owner, Sunroof, Leather, Pwr Seat, Nice

2012 Dodge Rom ST Cew (Cob RWD, oy 80k mies fke new T
2015 GMC Sierra SLE Crew Cab, 2wd, 5.3 8, Pwr seat, Sprayed bed liner, super nice! ___*;_ i‘i .r1' %
2001 GMC Yukon XL Trade in, Sumroof 3rd row seat cold a/c - $3000 cosh iy i
o0 Ford Ronger, low miles, Auomafic 4 ol one owner, gos saver
o015 Hondo Acord B w/NA, 6 gl Sunroof  Leather,  Sharp!
o019 Ford Fex SE 4 door Pwr seat, minors, door locks, 3rd row seat
¢ 2014 Ford F150 Lariat Crew Cab 44, Leather Buckets, Sunroof, Chrome steps, Rear camern
o201 Toyota 4Runner SRS, low mileage, Sunroof, New Michelins, 3rd row seat
o010 Chewy Comaro 255, Low mileage, Sunroof, Lleather, Adult owned, Sharp!

2013 Kia Sorento EX 2014 Toyota Tundra Crewmax

Low mileage, Sunroof, leather, rare third row seating Low Mileage, v8, TSS Off Road, Rear Camera, Super Sharp!

MarketplaceMotors.net
110 Market Place 60 ] - 750'2 2 77 Just bring in your last pay stub and your
Hazlehurst, MS 39083 Across from Walmart down payment and drive out TODAY!
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K-6 Wesson Attendance Center School Supply Lists
2024-2025

*Additional supplies may be requested 2nd semester

Kindergarten

2 - Box of Kleenex

1 - Pair of Fiskar Scissors (Blunt Tip)

2 —Rolls of Paper Towels

4 —Boxes of 24 count CRAYOLA crayons (No
Jumbo)

1 - Box of CRAYOLA Classic Washable Markers
1 - Crayola Waterpaint set

1 —Pocket PLASTIC Folder (with brads)

2 - Pocket PLASTIC Folders (no brads)

1 - Bottles of Elmer's School Glue

2 — Bottles Germ-X Hand Sanitizer

1 - Bottle Foaming Hand Soap

24 — WOOD Pencils, no decorative (Ticonderoga
are best)

1 - Pack of Construction Paper (NO TABLETS)
1 - Pack of Manilla Drawing Paper

4 - (4) Packs of School Glue Sticks

1 - (4) pack of Play-Doh

1 - Heavy Duty Zipper Pencil Bag (leather or
canvas, no boxes)

1 —Box of Gallon Size Freezer Bags

1 - Box Quart Size Ziplock Freezer Bags

1 — Container Lysol Wipes

1 - Leakproof Water bottle

Change of clothes in a Gallon Ziploc Bag, with name on it
containing: (shirt, pants, underwear & socks) Student will
keep this in their back pack.

First grade

2- 24pk Ticonderoga pencils

1 pencil bag (sturdy)

4- Crayola crayons (24ct)

1- Fiskars 5' blunt tip scissors (ages 4+)
10-gluesticks

1 wide ruled spiral notebook

2- mead 5-star plastic folders (with brads)
4- pink pearl beveled erasers

1- pack of pencil cap erasers

1- package 12X18" manilla drawing paper
1-1" 3 ring binder

1- Dial pump bottle soap

2- pump waterless hand sanitizer

3- boxes of Kleenex

1- Clorox disinfecting wipes

1- quart size Ziploc bags (girls)

1- gallon size Ziploc bags (boys)

2- rolls of paper towels

1- pair of sturdy over the ear headphones

Second Grade

24- no2 Dixon Ticonderoga presharpened pencil
6-elmer's small washable white glue stick
4- Kleenex

2- pencil cap erasers (large pack)
1-11x7.25 pencil bag w/grommets

1-9x12 construction paper

1-wide rule composition book

4-paper towels

2- plastic pocket only folder

1- highlighters 4 pack

1-waterless hand sanitizer 8oz with pump
4-crayola crayons 24ct

1-blunt tip 5" scissors

2-disinfecting wipes 35ct - not for skin
1-ziploc/glad gallon freezer zip bags (boys)
1-ziploc/glad quart freezer zip bags (girls)
1- Refillable Water Bottle

I- pair of headphones (no earbuds)

Third Grade: Please label all items!

1 large backpack

1 pair of headphones (no earbuds)

1 pencil bag with grommet (no boxes)

24 Ticonderoga pencils (sharpened)

2 packs of pencil cap erasers

2 boxes of Crayola crayons (24 count)

1 pair of 5" blunt scissors

4 glue sticks (Eimer's)

4 dry erase markers (BLACK ONLY!)

4 highlighters (YELLOW ONLY!)

2 one inch, 3 ring binders (a WHITE one for
Reading class and a BLUE one for Language class)
2 packs of 8 count tab dividers for Reading AND
Language class (will label at school)

1 wide ruled composition book (no spiral bound)
for Math class

1 plastic, 3-pronged folder with pockets for Math
class (GREEN)

3 boxes of Kleenex

2 rolls of paper towels

3 bottles of Clorox Wipes

2 large bottles of Germ-X
Girls- 1 box of gallon bags
& 1 pack of Index cards
Boys- 1 box of quart bags
& 1 Pack of 3x3 post it notes

Fourth Grade

2- packs of 24 ct. USA Gold or Ticonderoga
pencils

2- containers of Clorox wipes

1- bottle of germ-x

3- boxes of 24 ct. Crayola crayons

2- plastic pocket folders with prongs

4- packs of cap erasers

4- black dry erase markers

4- pair of earbuds (1 per 9 weeks)

1- pack of wide ruled loose-leaf notebook paper
1- box of Ziploc bags (boys — gallon; girls — quart)
2- composition notebooks (no spiral)

3- boxes of Kleenex (100 ct. or more)

2- packs of Crayola markers

2-rolls of paper towels

2- packs of 4 ct. highlighters

1- sketch pad (boys:9x12; girls 12x18)

4- glue sticks

Fifth Grade

1- pencil bag or box

1- sturdy ear buds for laptop

1-48 count#2 Ticonderoga or USA Gold pencils
2- 25ct pencil cap erasers

1- pre-sharpened colored pencils

1- 24 count crayons

1- pack of colored markers, broad fip

1- regular pencil sharpener

1- blunt tip 5" scissors

8 count assorted highlighters

4 count chisel tip dry erase markers (BLACK only)
4 count Elmer’s glue sticks

1- 1" binders with clear pouch on front

5 plastic folders with pockets and prongs

1 pack of wide ruled 8X10.5 filler paper, 100
count

3 boxes of facial fissues

3 rolls of paper towels

1 bottle of germ-x

2 containers Clorox wipes

1 Ziploc quart storage bags

50 count heavy weight sheet protectors, clear
1- Composition journal

1-quart bag Ziploc (girls)

1-gallon bag Ziploc (boys)

Sixth Grade

36-7mm mechanical pencil

2-7mm pencil lead refill 1 tube
2-1"hardback vinyl binder

1-pencil bag w/grommets

1- poly pocket with brad folders
4-wide rule 8x10.5 filler paper 100ct
1-assorfed insertable dividers 8tab
2-assorfed highlighters 4 pack

1-12ct Crayola 7" colored presharpened pencils
4-paper fowels

2-germx 8oz with pump

2-Clorox wipes- not for skin

2-basic calculator

2-3x3 assorted sticky notes 50ct
2-sturdy pair of earbuds for computer
4-facial tissue

1- handheld pencil sharpener for color pencils
4-packs of pencil cap erasers
2-composition notebooks

1- quart size Ziploc backs

PROFESSIONAL - COST

STRIPES

8 SEAL COATING IS MORE ECONOMICAL THAN REPAVING.
ADD YEARS T0 YOUR ASPHALT WITH SEAL COATING!
GREAT FOR PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS AND CHURCHES

VETERAN OWNED CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

601-833-0000

T L

& OPERATED

BETSY SMITH
PROPERTIES
THE RIGHT AGENT
MAKES ALL THE

DIFFERENCE!

Tyler D. Smith
REALTOR®

It’s not professional
until it’s personal!

t. Cell: 601-754-7205 *_ Office: 601-833-6305
= tyler@betsysmithproperties.com |20
# 415 Hwy 51 Brookhaven, MS =

www.tylerdwithbsp.com
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Riverwood Family

Pumeral Sy @ Mmeial Pl & Crrmsnow Sy @ Woaumiy

* Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and
written by any other funeral service provider

* Most Experienced Staff to serve your family

* Most Spacious Facility offered in our area

* Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
* Offering the most affordable pricing on
Pre-Arrangements or Time of Need Services

* Also offering Monuments and Markers for all
Cemeteries for any budget

601-833-6630

76 US-51, Brookhaven www.riverwoodfamily.com

LOWERY, PAYN, LEGGETT

CERTIFIED PLIR

BELLIPANNI

ACCOUNTANTS

Lowery, Payn, Leggett & Bellipanni (LPLB) strives to
ensure our clients accomplish their financial goals
by providing the highest quality accounting, tax,
audit and consulting services

(601) 833 - 1456
207 S. Railroad Avenue | Brookhaven, MS
310 E. Broad Street | Monticello, MS

cont. from front page

WAC enroliment
to hold steady

WAC staff and personnel are accessible
by telephone,fax and email:

¢ Principal Tommy Clopton.
tommy.clopton@copiah.ms.

* High School Principal Dr. Barbara Roberson.
barbara.roberson@copiah.ms.

* Assistant Principal Vanda Brister.

vanda.brister@copiah.ms.

Guidance Counselor Taylor Burke.

High School Secretary Gwen Shannon.

Elementary Secretary Aretha Butler.

Nurse Michelle Berch.

Bookkeeper/Secretary Amanda Granger and

Jacque McCormick (also Records Clerk).

High School telephone: (601) 643-2221/2222

Elementary telephone: (601) 643-2295
Fax: (601) 643-2458 or (601) 643-5838

dents with host families. In such cases, the district resident housing the students
must provide an affidavit stating the relationship to them and documentation fully
explaining the circumstances. WAC may also require temporary placement and
custody orders from courts.

Call WAC for dates, times, and place for new student registration in which
parents or guardians can enroll them. Returning students should be registered on-
line through the Copiah County School District website at www.copiah.ms, where
an ActiveParent sign-in will be required. Log-in information, if not known by
the registrant, is available at WACEnroll@copiah.ms or at 601-643-2221 Monday
through Thursday 7:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Once
logged in as an ActiveParent, a drop-down menu guides users through the student
selection and the registration process. Registrants should be prepared to download
copies of required documents -- the same ones required for new students.

New students include those who have been home schooled or attended other
schools.

BUY OR RENT TO OWN
PORTABLE BUILDINGS

AND UTILITY TRAILERS!

* NO CREDIT CHECK

* ONLY A SMALL DEPOSIT REQUIRED

« NOW OFFERING INTERIOR FRAMED
WALLS AND ELECTRICAL PACKAGES

CHECK OUT WESSON NEWS
ON FRCEBOOK OR ON

Skeethurqer

best Burger in Town

Salads, Baskets, Plates lunches,
_PoBoys & Beverages

RAILERS

Snyder's Buildings
e 228-218-1216

1362 Union St. Ext.- Brookhaven, MS

Checks aed all major credin cards
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Bus routes & rules

Buses on nine different routes provide transportation for WAC elementary and high school students. They include:

Bus Driver Bus # Route
. Beasley (N. of King Rd.),Pearl Valley, Ducksworth, Sugar Farm, Hwy. 27, Dogtown, Hwy. 472, Jones Ln., Swamp Ln., Rockport (N.
Daphne Smith 19-16 of King Rd.), Russell Cr.
. Martin, Elkins, Monticello (b/w. Deason & Rockport), Roberts Ln., King, Carpenter, Beasley (S. of King Rd.), Williamson, Swilley,
Michelle P. Berch 18-15 Warren Ln., Rockport (S. of King Rd.), Beauregard (b/w. Monticello & Wooten)
. Monticello (b/w. Sardis & Deason), Deason, Ryan, Springhill, Back Forty, Broome, Stegall, Tarver, Wooten,
Kim Runyan 25-18 Beauregard (b/w Wooten & Bahalia) 4th St.
. Anderson, Gloster, Paradise Ln., Shannon Ln. Timberlane, E. Railroad, 5th, 6th,W 7th, Hwy. 51 (b/w. 7th & Main), Wesson Baptist,
Jennifer Crapps 4917 Main, Stonewall, 8th,Wool, 9th, Cotton, Moss Village
. North, Starkey Ln., Lowery, Weeks, Hwy. 51 (b/w. Starkey Ln. & 7th), South, Bahalia, East, Dickerson Ln., 3rd, W. 4th, W. Railroad,
Brenda Howington 29-19 Loom,  W. 6th, Woodland Hills
Sylvarena (b/w. Jackson Liberty & Hwy. 28), Cain, Pleasant Valley, Mercy Seat, Salem, John | Hay, Ferguson, Ridgewood, Hwy.
R.L. Ward 4515 547, Lookout, Hwy. 28
. Lott Smith, Forester, Watson, Old Red Star, Hughes Ln., Jackson Liberty, Sylvarena (b/w. Jackson Liberty & Case), Montgomery,
Shelly Lambright 23-15 Cline Ln., S. Shady Grove
. Barner, Hwy. 51 (b/w. Barner & Starkey Ln.), Dixie Garden, Cline, Brownswell, Pleasant Ln., Miller Ln., Britt’s Trailer Park,
Michelle C. Berch 6-19 Sylvarena (b/w. Precious Moments & Hwy. 51)
1513 Hotel, Collier, Wolf Hollow, Pine, Old Wesson, Robinson, Hwy. 51, West, Wells, Pear, Factory, Rocky Hill, Clopton, Case,

Sylvarena (b/w. Case Rd. & Precious Moments), Precious Moments

School bus riders must remember the driver is the boss responsible for their safety and conduct. The driver
has the authority to assign seating and should command the respect of riders. Riding rules include:

* Board and get off buses on time at assigned stops only. Bus drivers are not required to
wait unless they see a student coming to the bus. In the afternoon, buses leave the school
promptly at 3:15 p.m.

* Walk to the bus stop facing traffic (if there is no sidewalk) so drivers on the road can see you.
* Do not play on or near the road while waiting for a bus.
* Do not cross a road to get on a bus until it arrives.

On discharge from a bus, wait until the driver gives
the signal to do so. Students who live on roads
with retraces should get on their bus at stops that
do not require crossing the road.

* Load and unload using the handrail only after the
bus comes to a complete stop.

* Disruptive behaviors that distract bus drivers are
prohibited and acts of misconduct are subject
discipline -- fighting, smoking, use of profane

possession/use of alcohol and/or

drugs, public displays of affection, sexual activity,
throwing objects on the bus (i.e., shooting spitballs
with rubber bands or bobby pins), etc. Conduct of

language,

students determines whether or not they will be
entitled to bus transportation
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Methodist

Senior Services

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor

Retirement Community

BOLDER?

Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
- Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles
- Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
+ Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
B §=-  (601)857-5011 @& &

2300 Seven Springs Road * Raymond, MS 39154

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
MISSISSIPPI COLISEUM
SEPTEMBER 17 & 18

PAWPATROLLIVE.COM

A VSTAR ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION
2024 $n Masr Lis PAW PATREL ane ol ralered -t lag <, cherac e

o S3INMASTER loge ara tradsinar <o of Sam Moscer Lt Usea Under liconss: Nizke sdsan and ol pletsd e anc lags: are -rademerks of  acom Intstnarianal .

bl WHS graduates

Because of confusion about lists Wesson Attendance Center
provided to Wesson News, the June issue published only a
partial list of the 61 members of Wesson High School Class

of 2024. Here is the full list.

BEryan Burnell Alonse Castro
Rache! Charleigh Anderson
Brittmey Elizabeth Bailey
Brookfyne Machael Bailey
Landan Neal Beasley
Ethan Stanley Bonsall
Melissa Marie Bradford
Abyssia Rpselee Bramel
Logan David Branch
Aidan Ameer Brice

Farts Tuamrta Byrd

Ja Niyaft LaShae Byther
Hamnal Chesley Cameron
Alicta enee Carson
Sheila Samantha Casanova
Kaleh Jermatne Chase, Jr
Breebynn Layne Cloy
Evangeline Sinclaire Cookf,
Louis Robert Dangherty
Lenda Grace Thunn
Brandon Daves Eharb
Isabella Dawn Fuller
Connor fan Hamilion
Jafinasia Lasfaye Harris
C'ryak Drana Haynes
Alexgus Maiden Holder
Jasepl Triton Howington
Ablrygail Kathryn Huggins
Quentin Hood Jackgon
Taylor Dawwn Fune

Madizon Leeann Kirton
Aln Ten Luong
Meleypal Charfique Cyons
Gracyn Jeweld Martin
Jayla Laskay Martin
Mackenzie Grace Martin
Cameron Elfizabeth Miler
Tarayvia Debray Miller
Matthew Gaven Mitchell
Ably Nicole Mooney
Mara (race Norwood
Kmpee Layne Prine
Maedyn Ryler Rpss
Mailory Efise Sanders
Corley Marie Sandifer
Preston Morns Selman
Savryer Guage Shoop
Breanna Jena'le Smith
Brenda Nicole Smith

e Marcus Kyshun Stk
Kimara Tiara Smeith

Paul Weslie Tmith
Zevante Tequan Stapleton
Bailey Ray Wolker
Hailey Nucole Walker
Melody Lynn Whaltman
(kristopher Michael Watson
Stevie Kayne Hiestrope
Julianna Rose Wilton
Karen Tezef Zamte Copes

www.mosguitomarshals.com

601-757-5370
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18 athletes on academic teams

Special to Wesson News

College Sports Communicators (CSC) 2023-24 Academic All-Dis-
trict College Division At-Large Teams include 18 Co-Lin athletes.

These teams, chosen by the members of CSC, recognize the top
sophomore student-athletes across the nation for the performance both
on the field and in the classroom.

Ten men and eight women from Co-Lin are on the teams:

* Madison Crain, Keely Marshall, and Lois Mattock represent wom-
en's soccer, with Ally Everett and Makaela Rummels posting spots
for women's tennis, while Zykeria Cole, Madison Moak, and Abby
Grace Richardson nabbed spots for softball.

» Brandon Gilliam, Elijah Short, IV, and Tyler Fortenberry represent
football, with Landon Banes, Arne Sohmer, and Valentino Milli-
maci netting spots for men's tennis, while Connor Pittman, Jordan
McKenzie, and Jon David Weed represent baseball and Reese Mc-
Laurin represents golf.

These athletes will also be considered for selection for the CSC
Academic All-American Teams, with the teams announced later this
month. The College Division for CSC represents all two-year and Ca-
nadian institutions, along with other institutions who are not affiliated
with the NCAA or NAIA.

German golfer

Wesson Attendance Center
2024 Volleyball Schedule

DATE OPPONENT LOCATION

TIME

Named to academic teams from Co-Lin.

Wesson High School
2024 Football Schedule

Special to Wesson News

08/06 Lawrence County Home

JH--4:00
JV-5:00
V-6:00

DATE

OPPONENT

TIME

August 30

@Bogue Chitto

7:00

08/08 Hazlehurst Away

JV-5:00
V-6:00

September 6

Loyd Star

7:00

September 13

Perrry Central

7:00

08/12 Jefferson County Home

JV-5:00
V-6:00

September 20

@Lumberton

7:00

08/13 Salem Away

JH--4:00
JV--5:00
V--6:00

September 27

Mize (Home Coming)

7:00

October 11

@Port Gibson

7:00

08/17 Salem Tourney Away

TBA

October 18

Franklin County

7:00

08/20 Franklin County Home

JH -4:30
JV -5:30
V-6:30

October 25

@South Pike

7:00

October 31

Jefferson County

7:00

08/22 Brookhaven Away

JH - 4:00
JV -5:00
V-6:00

November 8

1st Round of Playoffs

7:00

November 15

2nd Round of Playoffs

7:00

08/26 Brookhaven Home

JV-5:00
V-6:00

November 22

3rd Round of Playoffs

7:00

November 29

South State Championship

7:00

08/27 South Pike Home

JV-5:00
V-6:00

December 6

State Championship

7:00

08/29 Crystal Springs Away

JH--4:30
JV-5:30
V-6:30

09/03 North Pike Away

JH-4:30
JV -5:30
V—6:30

09/05 Port Gibson Home

JV-5:00
V-6:00

09/10 Hazlehurst Home

JV -5:00
V-6:00

09/12 Jefferson County Away

JV -5:00
V-6:00

Special to Wesson News
Co-Lin Golf head coach Allen Kent
has signed Max Seidemann from
Bruchhausen-Vilsen, Germany. "We are
excited to have Max joining us," said

09/16 Lawrence County Away

JH --4:30
JV-5:30
V-6:30

Kent. "He is an accomplished player 09/17 South Pike Away

with a very solid all-around game. He

JV -5:00
V-6:00

should really help solidify our roster for 09/19
this upcoming season.”" Seidemann
joins Franklin County's Kolby Cox and

Franklin County Away

JH -4:00
JV -5:00
V-6:00

Canton Academy's Jackson Adams in
the 2024-25 class.

SPORTS

@ SHORTS
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Special to Wesson News

New laws. New laws are starting to take effect in Mis-
sissippi this month: Under the “presumptive eligibility”
law, Medicaid will begin paying for a pregnant woman’s
outpatient medical care up to 60 days while her applica-
tion for the government-funded insurance program is be-
ing considered, with the goal of reducing
infant mortality rates. The new Missis-
sippi Student Funding Formula assures
school districts extra money for students
who live in poverty and those with special
needs, in gifted programs, with dyslexia
or learning English as a second language.
A child born from a pregnancy that be-
gins after a parent's death will have inher-
itance rights, even if the embryo is not yet
implanted when the parent dies if there is a clear indica-
tion that a parent intended the genetic material for “assist-
ed reproductive technology,” in vitro fetilization occurs
no more than three years after the parent's death, and the
child lives at least five days after birth. Any town or city,
regardless of its size, can hold an election on whether to
allow the sale of alcohol, even if that municipality is in
a dry county. Ranked-choice voting in which candidates
are ranked in order of preference are mostly banned in
statewide, county, city and school district elections, ex-
cept for military members and U.S. citizens overseas
who use absentee ballots to vote in Mississippi elections.
Aiding, abetting or encouraging people to steal at least
$1,000 worth of goods is now a felony with punishments
for grand larceny.

Z

Solar farm. The Board of Supervisors in Hinds County
has approved a conditional use permit that could pave the
way for Mississippi's largest solar energy project near the
Jackson suburbs of Raymond and Bolton. Apex Clean En-
ergy in Charlottesville, Virginia, says that Soul City Solar
would generate enough electricity to power about 95,000
homes. County officials said they expect the solar farm
to be in operation by the end of 2027, but some residents
of Raymond and Bolton fear the solar panels will affect
wildlife, nature and property values.

Train delay. Mobile, Alabama, a key funder for restor-
ing passenger train service to the Alabama, Mississippi
and Louisiana Gulf Coast for the first time since Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005, isn’t so sure it wants to pay up. Am-
trak's long-term plan calls for trains to run from a station
near the Mobile convention center to New Orleans, with

EW

NUGGETS

four stops in Mississippi. The plan depends on subsidies
from governments in all three states, with much of the
Alabama money coming from Mobile, where five of the
seven city council members must approve it and at least
three of them are now opposed.

Broadband investments. The Capital
Projects Fund (CPF) managed by the of-
fice of Broadband Expansion and Accessi-
bility of Mississippi (BEAM) has awarded
initial projects in 19 counties $70.9 mil-
lion in grants to build internet service to
some 27,000 households. Franklin Tele-
phone and Conexon in Lincoln, Comcast
in Copiah County and Conexon in Law-
rence Country are among organizations
receiving grants for projects. BEAM will
invest a total of $162 million in CFP funding, and is cur-
rently administering $32 million invested in 12 Broad-
band Infrastructure Program (BIP) projects in 10 counties
and a 10.7 million State Digital Skills and Accessibility
grant, and is completing requirements to access $1.2 bil-
lion in funding provided by the federal Broadband Equity,
Access and Deployment (BEAD) grant. For information,
contact BEAM at 601-359-5029 or info@beam.ms.gov.

Unwinding Medicaid. More than 150,000 Mississip-
pians have lost health care coverage in the year after the
Medicaid “unwinding” process started. To date, about
74.5% of completed reviews for adults have resulted in a
renewal. In June of 2023, the number of covered children
peaked at 456,314 and fell 344,517 over one month. En-
rollment has grown in Mississippi, on the other hand, in
the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), a pro-
gram that provides free or low-cost health insurance to
children that are not eligible for Medicaid, to over 50,000
in May. The state started reviewing each Medicaid re-
cipient’s eligibility in April 2023 as pandemic provisions
requiring states not to terminate people’s health care cov-
erage ended after three years.

Study groups. Lt. Gov. Delbert Hosemann has created
two Senate study committees — a new Labor Force Par-
ticipation Study Group to look at the issue of Mississippi
continuing to have a lower percentage of people 16 and
older in the workforce than any state in the nation and the
revival of study Group on Women, Children, and Families
to explore issues arising since the U.S. Supreme Court
decision to overturn abortion rights.
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‘Mr. Lake Lincolr’ dies fishing

Special to Wesson News

A passionate fisherman who had frequented the waters of Lake Lincoln for four
decades to relax and relish rewards of his
favorite sport died last month doing what
he enjoyed doing most where he enjoyed
doing it, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported.

The body of Luther Vaughn, known to
his fishing buddies as Flaky, was found
during the morning hours on the waters
of the lake where he came just about
every day after he retired from logging.
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department
officers responding to the call quickly
concluded there had been no foul play,
and his death was attributable to a med-
ical condition, probably a heart attack or
stroke.

Vaughn, who lived near the Co-Lin
campus not far from Lake Lincoln, was
on its waters, usually fishing off its bridge
or piers, from 5 a.m. to 11 a.m. every day.

The 65-year-old was up early and got
to the lake when its surface waters were
cool, and he could catch bass, but he said
“I take the bream, catfish and crappie that populate the lake as well.”

Flaky, who his fishing buddies nicknamed “Mr. Lake Lincoln,” fished at nearby
waterways in Pike and Franklin Counties, but Lake Lincoln, which he watched
being built, was his favorite place, and was there when it opened in 1984.

For Flaky and his wife, catching and eating fish was a family affair. Often his
wife would accompany him to the lake to fish, but Flaky did all the preparation
and cooking.

DeXxter Allen sings
2020 blues

Special to Wesson News

Flaky

Crystal Springs-born Dexter Allen’s soulful vocals and passionate, driv-
ing guitar have earned him international renown.

At 12 years old, he started playing bass guitar in The Christian Trav-
elers, his parents' gospel band, which played regionally and nationally.
After graduating from Cystal Springs High School and settling in Jackson,
he started playing with local secular bands and artists and travelled with
Bobby Rush from 2000-2006 as a guitarist.

From Seattle to Eric Clapton's Crossroads Guitar Festival, he wowed
audiences, touring on his album, Dexter Allen: Live from Ground Zero
Blues Club. He sold out Legendary Rhythm & Blues Cruise, where he
jammed with guitarist Ana Popovic; played at
the Chicago Blues Festival, recorded at Muscle
Shoals Studio at the invitation of British musi-
cian and radio personality Robin Phillips and
toured European festivals.

His credits also include playing as a member
of James Brown’s band in the Oscar-winning
Get On Up, scoring films, a leading role in an
indie western, Mississippi Music Awards En-
tertainer of the Year for singing, song writing,
playing multiple instruments and producing in multiple genres; winning
the JUS Blues Award presented by Bobby Rush, who calls Allen “a legend
of tomorrow;” and serving on the Blues Foundation Board.

“Music is music,” Allen says. “I love music. Most musicians don’t just
play one genre, but one thing may be closer to their heart. My thing hap-
pens to be blues, soul and gospel. When young people tell me they don’t
like the blues, it’s because they visualize the mainstream shows blues as
an old guy sitting on a bucket. But when they come to my show, they say:
‘Man, you rock!” So, I structure my music, in a way, production wise,
to catch today’s ear and keep the root of where it comes from. I sing the
blues of today, not yesterday. My blues is 2020 blues.”

As Allen garners credits far and wide, he also gives back with work-
shops in schools and for autistic youth.
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A chili

Ingredients:

Irish red potatoes to make enough French fries
for the number of people you are serving.

Nacho cheese in a can

By Guest Cooking Columnist Charles Fortson, Jr.

French fries are a classic summer picnic and
cookout staple. There are many ways to make
them come alive, but this recipe turns them into a
hardy meal that will be central to your backyard
get-together and save you money as well because
you won’t have to prepare as many other dishes.

cheese backyard meal|

Directions:

1. Follow instructions for making chili sauce from
McCormick’s mix. Set aside after cooking.

2. Prepare French fry slices from whole Irish red

Chili sauce. I recommend preparing with
McCormick’s mild chili mix. You will need
two packages. Follow directions minus beans
as an ingredient.

Salt & pepper
Y finely chopped head of lettuce
1 large finely chopped tomato

Ranch dressing

\Timef

potatoes. Soak in water for at least one hour for
soft fries. Fry them until light golden brown.

3. After fries are cooked, lightly salt and pepper
while tossing them.

4. Place cooked fries in bowl.
5. Pour thin layer of chili sauce over fries.
6. Drizzle nacho cheddar cheese over chili sauce.

7. Lightly place lettuce on top of cheese and
tomatoes on lettuce.

8. Drizzle Ranch dressing over top.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Charles Fortson, Jr., is proprietor-chef at Uncle Ray s across from Lake Lincoln State Park. He makes lunches and
dinners to take out or for table service, while also operating a convenience store and bait shop at his Sunset Road location. Follow his
cooking tips on Uncle Ray s Facebook page or call 601-643-0174 to check on his daily specials.

| Al
COPIAHC JNTY'S

HOMETOV 5 4
PHARMACY /" v

Locally owned. Locally loved. |

Pharmacy & Gifts

We’re more than justa
pharmacy. As a
hometown community
pharmacy, we are able to
provide the personal
service you deserve.

FAMILY

PHARMACY

e 2022 (601) 717-5279

657 Caldwell Dr, Hazlehurst, MS

. BACR 7O &
SEheE ]

Block Party
THORSDAY, JULY 25 57T

Face Painting e Door Prizes
Inflatables e Snow Cones

e (ames

Food o School Supplies

STONSORED B

CRYSTAL SPRINGS CLINIC

Photo Booth

THE SHED - DOWNTOWN CRYSTAL SPRINGS
D L




16 Wesson News July, 2024

HUNTER POSEY

INSURANCE

HOME
INSURANCE

LET US HELP YOU
SAVE MONEY!

EISK INK SOLUTIONS, LLE

Posey Land Company, LLC

Arnarica’s Land Specialist i

Agent Stephen Ashley
cell 601-757-9504 office 601-835-5070

@ 601-835-5070 Office
601-597-9378 Cell

) ER

2043 HWY 51
WESSON MS

- L
lin.edu/ iste
WwWww.colin.eau reglster.
Copiah-Lincoln Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, a

i

601-401-0311




